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HOUSING  FIGHT  HEADS 
FOR  MEDIATION 


by  Victor  Miller 

T he  Mission’s  most  heated  housing 
fight  will  be  cooling  off,  if  attempts  to  set 
up  mediation  by  Supervisor  Susan  Leal 
are  successful.  Mission  Housing  Develop- 
ment Corporation’s  plans  to  build  30  units 
of  low  income  housing  (10  units  for 
families  with  HIV  positive  members)  at 
21st  and  South  Van  Ness  have  been  a 
flashpoint  of  controversy  for  over  a year. 
On  November  30th,  the  Planning  Com- 
mission approved  the  project  but  neigh- 
borhood opponents  immediately  began 
an  appeal  to  the  Board  of  Supervisors  and 
renewed  their  preparations  for  a law  suit 
against  Mission  Housing. 

Because  the  issue  has  been  debated  so 
violently  and  for  so  long.  Leal  said  "There 
is  a need  for  someone  not  part  of  the 
controversy  to  try  to  mediate  the  dispute. 
It  is  the  position  of  my  office  to  try  to  bring 
people  together  to  get  some  resolution." 
Leal’s  staff  is  finalizing  arrangements  with 
the  Judicial  Arbitration  and  Mediation 
Service,  made  up  of  retired  judges  it  is 
considered  one  of  the  citys  most  pres- 
tigious dispute  mediators. 

"The  issue  has  been  pretty  volatile.  At 


first  I heard  some  people  say  they  didn’t 
want  to,  but  now  we’ve  gotten  a number  of 
parties  to  agree  to  the  mediation  process." 

While  the  Mission  has  been  tbe  arena 
for  several  very  vicious  confrontations 
over  housing  in  the  past  few  years,  the 
anti-semitic  and  homophobic  hate  mail, 
threats  of  arson  and  repeated  accusations 
of  racism  that  have  characterized  the  bat- 
tle over  1010  South  Van  Ness  have  been 
extraordinarily  divisive  (see  New  Mission 
News  December  1995).  Concern  by  com- 
munity activists  about  the  atmosphere  of 
hate  being  generated  by  the  1010  fight 
motivated  Leal  to  act.  If  mediation  is  ef- 
fective it  will  avoid  litigation  which  could 
delay  construction  up  to  two  years  and 
lead  to  six  figure  legal  fees. 

The  30  apartments  as  planned  would 
have  a total  of  81  bedrooms  which  op- 
ponents say  would  translate  into  a high 
density  development  with  192  new  neigh- 
bors. Mission  Housing  estimates  no  more 
than  113  new  residents  and  points  out  the 
housing  provided  wouls  much  needed  af- 
fordable rentals  for  low  and  very  low  in- 
come families.  (A  four  bedroom 
apartment  would  rent  for  between  $241  to 
$422  a month). 


RADIO  REPAIRED 


dio  Valencia,  a very  popular 
cafe/restaurant/performance  space  that 
was  partially  demolished  when  a fire  truck 
accidentally  plowed  through  its  front 
entrance  last  June  plans,  to  re-open  by 
mid-  to  late-January.  The  boarded  up  cafe 
at  23rd  and  Valencia  has  served  only  as  a 
canvas  for  the  painted  proclamations  of 
the  notorious  Red  Man  for  the  last  six 
months. 

The  extent  of  R V^s  neighborhood  and 


music  community  support  was 
demonstrated  at  a benefit  concert  last 
summer;  400  people  paid  $10  a head  to 
hear  70  musicians,  all  of  whom  donated 
their  time.  Owners  Don  and  Lenay  Allen, 
who  have  lived  a gypsy-like  existence  since 
the  disaster,  will  be  putting  away  the 
scrabble  board  that  helped  them  pass  the 
time  during  the  idle  months  and  be  serv- 
ing up  the  same  musical  and  culinary  fare 
that  made  Radio  Valencia  a local  favorite. 
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Neighborhood  Self-Reliance  Loan  Program 


Bank  of  Canton  of  California  is  now  offering  a special  program  dial  may 
meet  your  special  financial  needs.  Our  Neighborhood  Self-Reliance  Loan 
Program  can  help  you  get  a loan  faster  than  you  think! 

Our  program  is  designed  to  offer  loans  which  are  more  affordable  especially 
for  families  with  limited  annual  household  income  and  for  small  businesses 
with  limited  capital. 

FEATl  IRES  / BENEFITS 

Purpose  of  Loan  Education,  Job  Training,  Personal  (family  emergency  needs). 

Small  Business  and  Purchase  of  Commercial  Vehicle 
(e  g Truck)  with  commercial  registration. 

Qualifications  (’lean  Credit  History.  Annual  Household  Income  of 

S 17,000  or  less  for  Education,  Job  Training,  Personal;  or 
Initial  Capital  of  $30,000.  or  less  for  Small  Business  and 
Purchase  of  Commercial  Vehicle 

Loan  Amount  Up  to  S 1 5,000  per  household  or  per  business  entity 

Repayment  Up  to  84  months 


Interest  Rate  5.75%  Annual  Percentage  Rate  Fixed* 

*For  example,  on  a loan  of  $5000,  with  an 
84-month  term,  monthly  payment  is  $72.45 

Please  contact  Bank  of  Canton  of  California  Loan  Representatives 
to  find  out  more  about  this  special  loan  program. 


JHOP. 

Smart 


San  Francisco/  Bay  Area; 


415/391-8912 

415/989-4088 


415/421-5215 

415/681-5333 


fTSl  MINK  OF  CANTON 
IQI  OF  CALIFORNIA 

A Tradition  of  Honest  Banking 


Established  1937 


Member  FDIC 


reserve  the  right  to  change  our  lending  program,  practices, 
LzJ[  current  rate,  and  requirements  at  any  time  without  notice. 

LENDER 


Win  a $500  or  $100 
grocery  certificate! 

Check  your  local  Safeway  or 
Real  Food  Store  for  details 
or  call  554-6193 

San  Francisco 

RECYCLING 

Campaign  runs  January  7-31,  1996 


Close  the 
Recycling 
Loop 

> Choose  recycled 
packaging:  glass, 
aluminum  & steel 

i Look  for 
"Made  with 
Recycled  Content" 
on  products  & 
packaging 

Reduce 

Waste 

Bring  your  own 
reusable  bags 

Concentrates  use 
less  packaging 

Reusable 
products  save 
resources 

Items  with  less 
packaging  save 
resources 

Compost  your 
fruit,  vegetable, 

& plant 
trimmings 


ATTENTION 

TENANTS! 

ATENCION 

INQUIUNOS! 


STAY  WARM 

THIS  WINTER! 

Manteganse  ca/iente  este 

inverno! 

Keen  your  apartment  safe 
and  habitable. 

Your  landlord  must  provide  heat  every  day 
between  the  hours  of  5:00  a.m.  - 11:00  a.m.  and 
3:00  p.m.  - 11:00  p.m.  They  must  also  repair  any 
problems  in  your  home  covered  by  the  San 
Francisco  Housing  Code. 

If  you  are  getting  no  heat  or  inadequate  heat, 
call  for  advice  on  how  to  make  sure  your  landlord 
complies  with  the  law.  Call  and  talk  to  a tenants' 
rights  counselors  at: 

The  Housing  Committee  (749-3700) 
(English  and  Chinese) 

Saint  Peter’s  Housing  Committee  (282-8877) 

(se  habla  espanol) 


P/wt  for  by  the  San  Francisco  Department  of  Building  Inspections 
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KMEL  COLORLESS 

Efrem  Cifuentes  was  a DJ  at  KMEL  FM,  the  station  that  says  "no-color  lines."  The 
implication  is  that  they  have  no  racial  discrimination.  The  joke  goes  around  that  what 
they  mean  is  that  there  is  no-color  lines  because  all  the  members  of  upper  management 
are  white.  Efrem  had  been  with  KMEL  for  about  five  years.  He  was  there  when  I was 
at  the  old  KSOL  Radio  doing  the  o’clock  Beat.  Efrem  is  a young  man  and  he  is  the  best 
we  have. 

PROFESSIONALISM 

What  I mean  is  that  his  air  work  is  seamless:  he  plays  the  records  without  dead-air 
or  without  running  one  record  against  another.  As  far  as  his  working  habits,  he  was  always 
on  time,  he  was  not  a drunk,  he  is  not  a drug  addict,  he  is  willing  and  capable  of  following 
the  station’s  lead.  He  is  the  classic  team-player.  These  are  desirable  qualities  in  the 
business. 

HIS  RATINGS  WERE  GOOD 


THE  SUGGESTION 

I have  talked  in  the  past  about  the  importance  of  the  English  media  for  La  Raza. 
Racism  is  alive  and  well  in  this  country  and  one  of  the  biggest  weapons  against  our  people 
are  the  radio  and  television  stations  which  have  managed  to  exclude  us  from  management 
positions,  effectively  silencing  us. 

We  need  to  pay  attention  to  who  is  on  the  air  and  who  is  in  management  positions  at 
the  various  stations.  We  need  to  write  letters  to  the  stations  that  fire  Raza  personnel  to 
make  sure  they  understand  we  are  paying  attention.  I am  not  suggesting  that  all  our  Gente 
are  flawless  and  they  should  not  be  fired  but  we  should  find  out  why. 

I know  for  a fact  that  the  Efrem  firing  was  unjustified.  We  need  for  the  station  to 
know  that  Efrem  should  get  his  job  back.  Short  of  that,  we  need  more  Latino  repre- 
sentation on  the  air. 

If  we  really  start  to  think  about  it,  where  is  nuestra  gente  on  English  Radio?  KGO 
which  is  a top  California  and  National  station  has  no  Latinos.  KSFO  which  is  a right  wing 
weapon  has  no  Latinos.  What’s  that  all  about?  I hate  to  sound  like  a broken  record  but 
this  is  important.  We  need  nuestra  gente  on  the  air  and  in  management  positions.  Unless 
we  start  writing  letters  we  aren’t  gonna  make  a difference. 

The  other  thing  we  need  to  do  is  go  to  where  KMEL  is  having  its  promotional 
functions  and  march  up  and  down  with  signs  that  say,  "How  about  some  Raza  managers 
at  your  station?"  We  must  also  remember  that  a large  percentage  of  the  listening 
audience  for  KMEL  is  Raza.  We  buy  the  products  they  advertise;  why  should  our 
camales  and  sisters  not  reap  the  benefits?  If  I sound  a little  more  upset  than  usual,  it  is 
because  I am.  Efrem  is  a fine  young  Latino  professional  announcer  ~ we  cannot  afford 
to  lose  him. 


Efrem  was  on  the  air  from  10  a.m.  to  2 p.m.  His  ratings  were  in  the  top  five  for  the 
San  Francisco-San  Jose  market.  Two  weeks  ago  on  a Friday,  his  boss,  a young  white 
woman,  called  him  into  her  office  and  told  him  that  he  did  not  have  to  report  to  work  on 
Monday  since  his  contract  was  not  going  to  be  renewed.  He  is  being  replaced  by  another 
white  young  lady. 

Two  days  later,  the  popular  announcer  DJ,  Rick  Chase,  was  doing  a crying  bit  on  the 
air  about  a young  man  that  had  been  fired  "just  before  Christmas"  by  his  boss  because 
of  something  he  had  said  on  the  air.  Rick  was  putting  on  an  act  and  going  on  and  on 
about  how  sad  it  was  that  that  person  had  lost  his  job  right  before  Christmas  knowing 
full  well  that  his  "real  friend"  Efrem  had  just  been  fired  around  the  same  date. 

SO  WHAT  WE  SAY 

Well  here  is  the  deal.  I have  been  in  Efrem’s  position  several  times  on  TV  and  radio. 
The  boss  tells  me  that  my  contract  will  not  be  renewed  and  gives  me  no  specific  reason. 
No  explanation,  no  warnings,  no  anything,  even  though  I was  doing  my  job  properly.  No 
one  from  the  community  made  any  moves  to  help  me.  It  was  a horrific  feeling.  As  a 
result  the  stations  continue  to  pull  this  bull  on  our  announcers.  I feel  we  must  put  a stop 
to  it. 

The  problem  with  this  scenario  is  that  it  is  being  repeated  way  too  often.  We  as 
Latinos,  Chi canos,  Mexicanos,  whatever  we  call  ourselves,  just  sit  idly  by,  without  even 
sending  a letter  to  management  about  the  matter.  As  it  stands  now,  the  only  full  time 
Latino  on-air  personality  left  at  KMEL  is  Chuy  Gomez,  who  is  another  very  qualified 
individual  who  has  paid  his  dues  the  hard  way  to  get  to  where  he  is.  But  guess  what?  If 
we  do  nothing  on  the  Efrim  matter,  Chuy  may  be  next  to  go.  His  boss  knows  that  the 
community  will  just  not  be  motivated. 


Hours; 
M-S  10a- 
Sun  10a- 


GLEN  PARK  BOOKS 

Your  Community  Bookstore 
2788  Diamond  at  Chenery 


8p 

5p 


Phone:  (415)586-3733 
VISA/MC 


For  more  information  on  this  article  or  if  you  want  to  help  call  me  at  (415)992-1680 


- 

COOL  PICK 


WHATEVER  YOUR  CRAVING  WE  MIGHT  HAVE  WHAT  YOU  SEEK 


FEATURING  SPINELLI  COFFEE  & KATZ  BAGELS 
FORTY  FLAVORS  OF  DREYER'S  ICE  CREAM 
AND  NON  FAT  FROZEN  YOGURT, 

SODAS,  SUNDAES,  BANANA  SPLITS, 

PLUS  MANY  OTHER  DELICIOUS  REFRESHMENTS 


Faso  i 

"Indian  Food  with  an  Attitude" 


1037  Valencia  St. 

(Between  21st  & 22nd) 

695-0599 
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IT’S  THE  ECONOMY, 
STUPID! 

AN  ONGOING  REPORT  ON  THE  ENTERPRISE  COMMUNITY 
AND  RELATED  MATTERS 
by  Victor  Miller 


EC  SET  TO  GO 

In  the  Spring  of  1995,  a series  of  neigh- 
borhood meetings  were  held  in  the  Mis- 
sion to  determine  how  to  spend  our 
community’s  share  ($737,500)  of  San 
Francisco’s  $2.95  million  Enterprise 
Community  Grant  from  the  federal 
government.  Five  other  neighborhoods, 
Bayview-Hunters  Point,  Visitation  Val- 
ley, South  of  Market,  the  Tenderloin  and 
Chinatown  are  also  part  of  the  Enterprise 
Community.  A citywide  board  made  up  of 
representatives  from  each  of  these  areas 
and  city  officials  will  have  the  final  word 
on  what’s  funded. 

Requests  for  proposals  for  the  dis- 
position of  these  funds  are  now  available 
at  Centro  Del  Pueblo  at  474  Valencia 
Street,  Suite  280  between  9 am  and  5 pm. 
Two  technical  assistance  workshops  to 
answer  questions  about  the  EC  process 
will  be  held  in  January:  one  on  Tuesday, 
January  16  from  1 to  5 pm  at  201  Turk  St. 
and  another  on  Monday,  January  29  from 
9 am  to  12  pm  at  the  same  location. 

The  deadline  to  submit  proposals  is 
February  5 at  5pm.  Proposals  must  have 


arrived  at  the  Mayor’s  Office  of  Com- 
munity Development,  25  Van  Ness 
Avenue,  Suite  700.  Late  proposals  will  not 
be  considered. 

The  Mission  District  programs  that 
would  be  implemented  as  our  part  of  the 
Enterprise  Community  been  modified 
through  the  course  of  the  year.  The  un- 
derlying desire  to  deal  intelligently  and 
compassionately  with  the  crisis  of  Mission 
youth  and  create  real  economic  oppor- 
tunities still  remains. 

The  Mission  Districts  priority 
projects  are: 

1.  Create  an  enterprise  that  employs 
Mission  District  youth  and  young  adults 
in  street  and  sidewalk  cleaning  and  other 
cleaning  and  maintenance  projects  and 
provide  training  in  managing  a business 
enterprise. 

2.  Create  a model  for  a comprehensive 
integrated  services  school  retention  pro- 
gram utilizing  existing  programs  and  ser- 
vices targeted  to  Mission  District  youth. 

3.  Implement  a strategic  plan  for  the 


stabilization  (including  acquisition  and 
rehabilitation)  of  all  Mission  District 
residential  hotels. 

4.  Increase  tourism  and  enhance  cul- 
tural and  historic  awareness  by  providing 
an  expanded  program  of  mural,  cultural, 
and  historic  tours.  This  project  would  cre- 
ate paid  positions  for  youth  guides  and 
generate  money  for  the  restoration  and 
preservation  of  the  Mission’s  murals  and 
other  cultural  landmarks. 

A fifth  Mission  proposal  to  improve 
the  quality  and  expand  the  services  of 
childcare  providers  was  also  a priority  for 
several  other  neighborhoods  and  is  there- 
fore considered  part  of  a combined  pro- 
gram that  will  serve  all  six  communities. 

These  five  proposals,  although  coming 
at  the  end  of  a very  drawn  out  public 
process,  reflect  what  have  long  been 
recognized  as  the  concerns  of  the  Mission 
community.  A large  school  dropout  rate 
and  a lack  of  employment  opportunities 
for  youth  have  been  two  very  large  con- 
tributing factors  to  the  Mission’s  seeming- 
ly endless  nightmare  of  gang  violence.  The 
residential  hotel  gulag  of  2,000  rooms  has 
long  been  recognized  as  the  most  visible 
vector  of  inner  city  decay  and  crime  in  our 
community.  The  problem  of  finding 
decent  childcare  for  working  class 
families  is  something,  if  not  experienced 
directly,  known  by  nearly  everyone  in  our 
neighborhood.  Those  of  us  who  live  here 
appreciate  the  area’s  cultural  and  historic 
richness  know  that  the  Mission  is 
deliberately  excluded  from  all  "official" 
tourist  guides  and  maps. 


The  point  is,  that  while  these  things 
concern  Mission  residents,  up  until  now 
Mission  residents  have  had  very  little 
voice  in  how  their  concerns  are  addressed 
by  government  programs.  The  Enterprise 
Community  is  an  attempt  to  correct  that 
situation  and  give  communities  the  power 
and  resources  to  direct  the  course  of  so- 
cial change  as  they  see  it  needed.  Judging 
from  the  projects  that  have  been 
proposed,  the  EC  is  thus  far  a success.  It’s 
true  that  so  far  nothing  has  really  hap- 
pened and  that  any  amount  of  public 
money  greater  than  bus  fare  is  prey  to  the 
schemes  of  experienced  parasites  and 
professional  thieves.  But  the  fact  that  the 
diverse  people  of  this  community  could 
actually  sit  down  together  and  decide, 
even  in  a small  way,  where  we  wanted  to 
go,  without  losing  ourselves  in  the  mind- 
less divisiveness  of  racial  and  cultural  dif- 
ference, is  something  on  which  to  pride 
ourselves.  It  is  something  to  give  us  hope 
for  the  year  to  come. 

THE  WILD  WILLIE 

On  a far  less  serious  note,  our  search 
for  the  best  Mission  based  mixed  drink 
continues.  Added  to  the  list  of  candidates 
which  includes  Dr.  Bombay’s  Pixie  Piss, 
Zeitgeist’s  Dead  Elvis  and  Arabian 
Knight’s  Arabian  Breeze,  is  Blondies’ 
Wild  Willie.  This  Vodka  Martini  creation 
named  after  DA  MAYOR,  includes  a 
dash  of  Sambuca,  a licorice  flavored  li- 
queur and  three  black  coffee  beans.  It  is 
served  in  a birdbath  size  Martini  glass  and 
probably  costs  a pretty  penny,  but  I 
wouldn’t  know  about  that;  I got  mine 
gratis  in  the  line  of  journalistic  duty. 
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Now  Open! 

NOW  SERVING  DINNER 

San  Francisco’s  First  & Only  Restaurant  Combining 
Great  Food  with  a 60’s  Liverpool  Feel. 

538  Valencia  St.  @ 16th  SF  • 436-941 5 


Wednesday,  Thursday,  Friday,  Saturday,  Sunday,  Monday 


SUNDAYS:  MONDAYS: 

CONTEST  OF  BANDA  CONTEST  OF  CUMBI A 

$$$  PRIZE  $$$  PRIZE 


No  Cover  Charge! 


Mariquita  Marez  e Hija 

Propietarias 

3247  Mission  Street,  San  Francisco,  CA  94110,  Ph:  824-0884 


TAO 

Chinese  R 

• Open  7 Days 

• Visa/MasterCard 

• No  M.S.G. 

Minimum  order  for  delivery  $7.00 

. Sunday  thru  Thursday:  1 1 -.00  AA1.  to  9:30  P.M. 

OPEN:  Friday  thru  Saturday.  1 1 :00  A.M.  - 10:00  P\|. 


20th  Street  (Between  Mission  & Valencia) 

San  Francisco,  CA  941  10 


YIN  £ 

estaurant 

Free  Delivery 
Tel:  285-4926 


SAN  FRANCISCO  BUDDHIST  CENTER 
SERV  ING  THE  MISSION 

FREE  INTRODUCTORY  CLASS  TUESDAYS  AT  7PM 
A non  sectarian  approach  to  Buddhism  in  the 
modern  world.  Offering  a comprehensive 
introduction  to  the  Art  of  Meditation. 
call  for  schedule 

37  Bartlett  St  (at  21st)  282  2018 

The  SF  Buddhist  C enter  u a non-profit  organization  and  part  of 
The  Friends  of  the  H'estem  Buddhist  Order  an  International  Buddhist  Movement. 


THE  SCHOOL  FOR  BUSINESS  AND  COMMERCE  ROC/P 

DATA  ENTRY 
COMPUTER  OPERATIONS 

ENROLLMENT  SCHEDULE  FOR  SPRING  SEMESTER 
JANUARY  29  - JUNE  14  1996 

TO  MAKE  YOUR  CAREER  CONNECTION 
PLEASE  REGISTER  NOW  AT 
THE  ROP/DOWNTOWN  CENTER 
110  BARTLETT  STREET  ROOM  401 

PREREQUISITE  FOR  COURSE: 

• STUDENTS  MUST  BE  16  YEARS  OLD  OR 
OVER  TO  ENROLL 

• KNOWLEDGE  OF  THE  KEYBOARD  AND  A 

LOT  OF  ENTHUSIASM 

CLASS  HOURS:  SEQ.  ONE  12:00  TO  3:10 

SEQ.  TWO  3:30  TO  6:40 


*-‘  ’ * *'  * ' V-Wiur  VJ  l civ  UrLKA  1 1UPO 


PROGRAM  THAT  PROVIDES  HANDS-ON  TRAINING  FOR  EMPLOYMEN1 
DATA  ENTRY,  CLERICAL  AND  ADMINISTRATIVE  ASSISTANT  POSITIO 
^HNTS  WILL  LEARN  WORD  PROCESSING,  SPREADSHEE 
ACCOUNTING  CONCEPTS  AND  KEYBOARDING. 


SAN  FRANCISCO  REGIONAL  OCCUPATIONAL  PROGRAM 
OFFERS  FREE  TUITION  AND  JOB  PLACEMENT  ASSISTANCE 

(415)  920-5008 


1996: YEAR  OF  THE  GENTRY? 


riced  out,  forced  to  move  - these 
are  real  fears  for  as  many  as  half  of  Mis- 
sion residents.  When  new  money  comes 
in,  houses  get  fixed  up,  streets  get 
spruced,  property  values  rise,  and  so  do 
rents.  Low-income  people  may  have  to 
move,  and  people  of  a different  class  or 
color  may  take  their  place.  This  process  is 
called  gentrification,  and  it’s  a problem 
inherent  in  all  community  improvement 
efforts.  The  people  who  do  the  hard  work 
of  making  a neighborhood  safe  and 
decent  don’t  get  to  enjoy  the  fruits  of  their 
efforts  because  they  can’t  afford  the 
higher  prices. 

At  a community  safety  meeting  last 
year,  a young  woman  got  my  attention 
when  she  said  she  liked  a certain  amount 
of  crime.  It  kept  rents  down.  "If  it  wasn’t 
for  crime,"  she  said,  "I  couldn’t  afford  to 
live  here." 


At  least  if  you  own  your  home  you’re 
safe,  thanks  to  Proposition  13.  It 

limits  reassessment  of  property  values. 
In  the  old  days,  homeowners  could  be 
forced  out  by  rising  property  values  and 
taxes.  Now  only  renters  are  at  risk,  but 
nearly  80%  of  Mission  residents  rent. 

Is  gentrification  happening  here?  A 
lot  of  young,  Anglo  money  is  moving  in 
from  the  North,.  Hip  new  cafes  like  the 
Universal  and  Tisane  dot  the  Northeast 
Mission.  A number  of  failing  Norteno 
bars  have  reopened  with  a younger,  whiter 
clientele.  Even  Whiz  Burger  at  South  Van 
Ness  and  18th  Street  is  now  a latte  shop. 
On  the  Valencia  Street  side  as  well,  new 
restaurants  and  coffee  shops  keep  open- 
ing up.  Blocks  of  rundown  business  and 
warehouse  property  from  Harrison  to 
Hampshire  are  renovated  and  thriving 
with  small  businesses. 

These  are  good  things,  right?  Yes, 
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mostly.  Some  people  scream  gentrifica- 
tion every  time  someone  paints  their 
house,  but  I’m  not  one  of  them.  The  new 
lofts,  apartments,  and  live/work  spaces 
have  created  jobs  for  many  of  my  young 
friends  who  haven’t  worked  for  years.  The 
building  supply  stores  are  thriving  and 
some  of  the  new  businesses  hire  local 
people.  Lately,  there’s  always  something 
new  to  see  around  here.  But  there  are 
definite  down  sides.  Most  of  the  new  com- 
panies hire  few  Mission  residents  and 
even  fewer  Latinos.  Much  of  their  goods 
and  services  are  priced  out  of  range  of  our 
low-income  residents.  For  low-income 
Latino  families,  the  main  effect  of  all  the 
new  investment  may  be  rising  rents. 

As  yet.  Mission  gentrification  does  not 
seem  Idee  a real  threat.  The  kind  of  small- 
change  capital  that  opens  coffee  shops  is 
nowhere  near  enough  to  move  in  on  estab- 
lished residential  blocks.  The  young  white 
folks  moving  in  are  the  same  people  who 
have  come  here  for  decades:  artists, 
bohemians,  gays,  slackers  (the  ’90’s  hip- 
pies.) They’re  not  going  to  raise  anyone’s 
property  values.  And  many  new  residents 
are  living  in  new  buildings,  not  displacing 
people  from  existing  ones.  But  concerned 
Latino  activists  recognize  that  it  always 
starts  that  way.  After  the  pioneers  may 
come  the  real  money. 

The  true  source  of  gentrification  may 
not  be  Anglos  at  all,  but  Asian  money. 
Hong  Kong  and  local  Chinese  investors 
are  buying  up  more  Mission  business  and 
property,  bringing  in  a lot  of  new  people 
and  energy.  How  will  this  affect  our  com- 
munity? Hard  to  say,  but  I think  we  should 


consider  gentrification  issues  carefully. 
We  all  want  a better  neighborhood,  but  we 
want  to  be  able  to  live  in  it,  too.  We  have 
to  consider  the  impacts  of  new  develop- 
ments on  all  our  residents. 

A 24th  St. 
Christmas 

On  December  15,  I joined  about  60 
young  people  walking  down  24th  Street 
singing  Christmas  songs  in  Spanish, 
English,  and  weird  combinations  of  the 
two.  It  was  the  Real  Alternatives  Project 
(RAP)  version  of  Las  Posadas,  the  tradi- 
tional Latin-American  reenactmfent  of 
the  Christmas  story.  Two  people,  usually 
children,  dress  as  Joseph  and  Mary  and  go 
looking  for  shelter,  accompanied  by  the 
whole  community.  They  sing,  there’s  food 
and  drinks.  Everyone  has  a good  time. 

Shortly  after  the  RAP  (Real  Alterna- 
tives Program)  group,  another  Posadas 
group  came  down  24th  from  San  Francis- 
co General,  organized  by  24th  Street  mer- 
chants and  neighborhood  groups.  The 
street  looked  great,  with  lots  of  trees  done 
up  in  bouquets  of  white  lights.  Jorge  Her- 
nandez of  the  merchants  group  took  the 
lead  on  the  Christmas  projects. 

On  Dec.  16th,  a large  group  from  San 
Carlos  church  held  a Posadas  event  on 
South  Van  Ness.  At  Moscone  School  on 
Folsom,  250  people  turned  out  for  a party 
organized  by  the  Moscone  and  Bryant 
Block  Clubs.  And  there  were  dozens 
more  events.  This  community  really 
knows  how  to  celebrate  holidays!  Wish  we 
had  more  of  them. 


Gigi  Fiorucci 
Don  Russo 

240 1 1 6th  Street 
at  Bryant  Street 

across  from  Seals  Stadium 

Breakfast,  Lunch 
& Banquets 

on  site  parking 
621-9859 
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MISSION  CAMERA  SHOP 

Headshots  for  Actors 

• PASSPORT  PHOTOS  $9.95 

• Color  and  Black  & White  Developing 

• Camera  Sales  and  Camera  Repairs 

• Dark  Room  SuppUes 

• Slides,  Prints,  Super  8 or  Regular  8 

Movies  onto  Video  Cassettes 

1089  Valencia  Street  (near  22nd) 
San  Francisco,  CA  94110 
(415)  641-8396 


MHDC 

Mission  Housing  Development 
Corporation  invites  Homeowners  to 
participate  in  valuable 
Home  Improvement  & 
Rehabilitation  Programs. 

If  you  need: 

•A  New  Roof 

•Plumbing  A Electrical  Repairs 
•Heat 

•New  Rear  Stairs 

•Kitchen  & Bath  Rehabilitation 

•Hot  Water 

•To  Correct  Code  Viola  lions 

Y ou  may  qualify  if  you  m\  n your 
home;  if  your  income  falls  within 
certain  parameters;  and/or,  if  you  rent 
to  low  income  residents.  Guidelines 
and  restrictions  ane  aimed  at  preserving 
the  existing  aliordablc  housing  stock  in 
the  Mission  District.  Call  MHPCjo  see 
if  you  qualify.  Ask  for  Lucy  Pineda 
S64-64 32  (se  habla  cspanol ) to  learn 
more  about  the  loan  program. 

Mission  1 lousing  Develop  mart  Corporation 
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Come  On  9/7  / 


Our  Clouse 
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I FEATURING 
. HOMEMADE  PASTA 
I HOMEMADE  BREAD 

FABULOUS  DAILY  SPECIALS 
HOUSE  SPECIALTY  - GNOCCHI 
NOW  SERVING  IN  OUR  PATIO 

I OPEN  11:30AM  - 11:30PM 

FRIDAY  & SATURDAY  11:30AM  - 12:30AM 
| OPEN  FOR  LUNCH  WEDNESDAY  - SUNDAY 
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LOX  CREAM  CHEESE  SPREADS 


SPINELLI  COFFEE  N.Y.  TIMES  DAILY 

3147  16TH  ST.  TEL.  552-9122 
M-F  6 TO  5/ SAT  7 TO  5 
SUN  7 TO  4 


THE  NEW  MISSION  NEWS 
BIER  LIST 

compiled  by  Kurt  Bier 

#6  DEAD  HIPSTERS 


So  another  year  has  passed,  another 
trip  around  the  sun,  another  ring  around 
a tree,  and  another  notch  along  our  cul- 
tural cycle.  Just  when  you  think  some- 
thing new  has  happened,  a truly 
imaginative  event  or  movement,  a little 
inspection  reveals  it  to  be  the  same  stuff. 
Kiche,  camp,  what  formerly  reviled  era 
will  be  picked  up  next,  flaunted,  self-con- 
sciously smirked  at,  marketed,  sold, 
stripped  and  dropped.?  The  Brady 
Bunch,  disco,  pastels,  lounge  music,  lava 
lamps,  drag  it  out,  a little  modern  spit 
polish,  sell  it  and  hurry.  Will  it  be  the  ’80’s 
next,  can  you  still  guarantee  cool  with  "It’s 
so  ’80’s"  as  your  mantra.?  Jerry  Garcia 
said  it  all  when  he  sang,  "Fire,  fire  on  the 
mountain,"  but  now  he’s  dead.  And  how 
long  until  he,  too,  is  plucked  from  our 
cultural  reserves,  animated  and  ac- 
celerated, hypherized  to  suit  the  juiced 
tastes  of  youngsters  swept  from  their 
mother’s  loving  arms  by  the  swift  and 
swifter  societal  currents  that  even  now  lap 
at  their  feet  in  grade  school.  Really,  how 
far  are  the  hippies,  the  flower  children, 
the  love  me  now,  I’m  happiest  naked  and 
muddy,  counter  culture  of  the  60’s  from 
the  contemporary  alternative,  mass- 
market,  I don’t  care  louder  than  you, 
Fakired  out,  whippersnappers  of  today? 
Woodstock  = mud,  music,  and 
drugs  = Lalapalooza.  When  you  hear  the 
nihilistic  whoops  and  hollers,  those  sneers 
at  anything  warm  and  caring,  isn’t  it  ob- 
vious that  behind  the  devilish  masks  frown 
children  crying  out  for  tenderness,  for  a 
warm  fuzzy  to  coddle  within  their  tattooed 
arms?  Let’s  hope  that  this  year  will  be 
different.  The  future  lies  in  the  future  and 
the  past  behind  us;  so,  for  example, 
tomorrow  is  the  future  and  yesterday  the 
past,  and  now  is  now,  well,  not  anymore. 
Now  it’s  the  past,  but  that’s  the  idea. 

Anyway,  we  can  make  the  world  a bet- 
ter place,  you  and  I.  The  next  time  a lost 
little  lamb  slouches  by  you,  cursing  and 
ridiculing,  grab  them  by  their  colored 
shocks,  spin  them  around,  give  them  a 
good  noogie  and  move  on.  The  point  of 
all  this,  actually,  is  to  emphasize  the 


similarity  between  them  and  they,  genera- 
tions apart,  the  hippie  and  the  hippiester. 
To  that  end  this  month’s  list  is  an  ode  to 
the  dead  of  each  group,  may  they  find 
reconciliation  through  a comparison  of 
the  inanity  of  the  deaths  of  their  leaders. 

1.  JANIS  JOPLIN -She  saw  the  world 
through  rose  colored  glasses,  well  mostly 
the  ceiling,  and  then  OD’d.  A tragic 
death  made  more  so  by  the  loss.of  a good 
friend. 

2.  JIMMY  HENDRIX  - I’m  sooo 

drunk,  I’m  just  gonna  lie  down  here  for  a 
sec,  gurgle,  gur  gle 

3.  JIM  MORRISON  - The  loss  of  a 
great  talent,  his  poetry  surprised  and 
delighted  and  moved  many.  Too  bad  he 
drank  too  much,  smoked  too  much,  lolled 
his  head  around  too  much,  philosophized 
too  much,  ritually  scarred  himself  too 
much,  and  was,  in  general,  just  too  much. 

4.  KURT  COBAIN  - As  soon  as  he 
went  acoustic,  you  knew  it  wasn’t  long  in 
the  coming. 

5.  BUCK  NAKED -The  most  glorious 
death  of  the  lot.  Had  the  misfortune  of 
crossing  paths  with  the  Pigeon  Man  pack- 
ing in  the  Panhandle  while  walking  his 
pigeon  pestering  dog;  shot  dead. 

6.  FRED  SONIC  SMITH  - Died  of 
general  dissipation- weak. 

7.  BIG  MAMA  CASS  - She  lived  life 
well,  fell  in,  and  sank. 

8.  KRISTEN  PHAFF  - OD’d  as  all 

good  bassists  do. 

9.  SELENA  - She  may  have  little  to  do 
with  any  of  this,  but  she  was  great;  a world 
mourns 

10.  JERRY  GARCIA  - The  heroin 
angle’s  for  posterity,  we  all  know  it  was  the 
Little  Debbie’s  that  did  him  in. 


1136  Valtnc ia  St 
l(btw  22-423'*)  • 415  641  POUR 


BYE  BYE 
BABAR 

The  beat  goes  on 
Disembodied  poets  movin’  on 
For  years  Thursday’s  Cafe  Babar 
Had  been  the  place  for 
Poets,  quasi-poets,  would  be  poets. 
Performing  poets  starting  way  back. 
Then  the  Old  Spaghetti  Factory 
In  Beat  North  Beach. 

A short  stop  in  the  early  80’s 
Noe  Valley  Meat  Market  Cafe 
Then  back  room  Babar  on  Guerrero 
Rantin’,  ravin’,  raucous,  razzin’,  still 
First  open  read/  come-who-may  read 
Beats,  three  generations 
Thursdays,  Thursdays,  Thursdays 
Babar  years: 

NO  MORE 
No  back  room  now 
No  wondrous  words  there 
No  room  for  poetry  there 
Babar’s  gone 

Upscale,  Yuppie  redesign 
Gone,  gone,  gone 
Fine! 

Mission  fare  thee  well 
Hello  Hayes  Valley 
The  Cafe  Pig-alles 
Tuesday 
Trues-day 
A reunion,  revival 
Resurrection,  renaissance 
Of  that  spirit  of  rebellion, 

Resistance  and  Rhetorical  Revolution 
Be  there  or  be  square! 

Diamond  Dave  Whitaker 
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YOUR  INNER  CITY  PARK  THRIVES: 
MISSION  PLAYGROUND 


by  Molly  Hankwitz  (c)  1995 

The  crisis  in  Americas 
beleaguered,  yet  struggling,  inner  city 
neighborhoods  is  soundly  criticized  by 
residents  and  those  who  seek  a strong 
sense  of  permanence  and  community  for 
themselves  and  their  children.  Unfor- 
tunately it  sometimes  takes  a crisis  to 
generate  what  it  takes  to  get  people  and 
their  city  involved.  In  the  past  two  decades 
we  have  witnessed  a physical  and 
economic  decay  in  American  cities  un- 
precedented in  post  WWII  history,  a 
decay  explicitly  brought  about  by  two 
Republican  administrations  which  sys- 
tematically downplayed  urban  programs 
(while  funding  sources  may  still  exist  as 
block  grants)  and  disenfranchised  the 
poor  and  woebegotten.  Public  spaces 
such  as  parks,  children’s  playgrounds, 
transit  systems,  community  centers, 
sidewalks  and  recreational  facilities  have 
become  at  risk  in  this  onslaught  of  private 
interest  for  private  gain. 

Dark,  unsafe,  filthy,  public  spaces  in 
neglected  low-income  inner  city  neigh- 
borhoods have  evolved  into  hangouts. 
Disenfranchised  populations  of  itinerant 
alcoholics,  drug  dealers  and  the  homeless 
are  the  most  prevalent  urban  tragedies 
with  whom  we  share  space  and  with  whom 
we  share  the  burden  of  oppression  and 
hostility  brought  about  by  crime. 

Hence,  the  American  inner  city  neigh- 
borhood park,  shaped  at  one  time  by 
urban  social  reformists  such  as  Ernest 
Flagg,  Henry  Thoreau,  Frederick  Law 
Olmsted,  Calvert  Vaux  and  others  for 
whom  the  park  and  the  landscape  were 
revered  as  a place  of  rest  and  relaxation 
among  the  urban  working  class,  is  too 
often  at  present  a pathetic,  dying  space, 
uninhabitable  by  tax-paying  neighbor- 
hood residents,  retired  elderly,  youth,  or 
children  and  their  playmates. 

City  governments,  dependent  on  shifts 


in  national  funding  practices  and 
economic  growth,  turn  an  indifferent  face 
to  low-priority,  inner  city  neighborhoods. 
Hence,  programs  such  as  the  Neighbor- 
hood Empowerment  Program  of  the  San 
Francisco  Mayors  Office  (started  in  1990, 
now  defunct)  and  funded  under  Mayor 
Frank  Jordan  or  the  citys  Open  Spaces 
program  are  vital,  but  not  the  answer,  to 
an  ongoing  process  of  awareness  and 
change.  In  short,  urban  change  is  a 
manifold  process,  one  in  which  anxious 
residents  and  community  leaders  con- 
tinue to  speak  out  for  neighborhood 
resources  and  moneys.  These  programs, 
in  turn,  give  community  leaders  the  uni- 
que opportunity  to  be  funded  and  to  or- 
ganize towards  strong  community-based 
goals.  Likewise,  a new  breed  of  progres- 
sive developers  such  as  Mission  Housing 
Development  Corporation  and  TODCO 
are  joining  the  process  along  with  artists, 
arts  organizations,  architects,  and  mer- 
chants delighted  that  businesses  gain. 
Residents  feel  more  connected  and  com- 
fortable through  community  activism  and 
safety  programs. 

The  bottom  line  is,  however,  that 
public  parks  are  very  often  danger  zones 
where  criminals  live  and  flourish,  where 
half  empty  needles  riddle  sandboxes, 
where  squalor  and  invisibility  rule,  and 
moreover  where  residents  must  keep  out. 
This  problem  is  regularly  ignored  without 
substantial  noise  from  the  public  and  ap- 
propriate response  from  city  government 
and  the  Department  of  Recreation  and 
Parks. 

One  unfortunate  thing  is  true;  it  is  un- 
likely that  city  departments  are  going  to 
act  without  being  pushed! 

Found  within  this  miniature  political 
drama  of  problem-process-negotiation,  is 
often  a neighborhood  activist  such  as 
Cathy  Courtney,  resident  along  the  Mis- 
sion Playground  and  major  motivator  be- 
hind the  clean-up  of  the  tiny  park. 


Making  a Difference:  Evelyn  Hernandez,  Erica  Martinez,  Gisela  Gonzalez  and 
Silvester  Portales  received  award  certificates  from  Supervisor  Susan  Leal  for  their 
outstanding  work  as  employees  of  Mission  Playground.  These  young  people  guide  the 
participation  of  other  youth  in  classes,  sports  and  mural  projects.  They  also  serve  as 
recreational  monitors  and  tutors,  all  as  part  of  a program  sponsored  by  the  Real 
Alternatives  Program,  the  San  Francisco  Police  Department  and  SF  Safe.  Photo  bv 
Najib  Joe  Hakim 


Courtney  queries  with  the  wry  conviction 
of  experience  and  four  years  of  effective 
work.  What  business  does  the  city  have 
building  new  parks  if  they  cannot  main- 
tain the  ones  they  have? 

And  indeed.  Mission  Playground  has 
been  a four  year  battle  for  turf  by  resi- 
dents in  conjunction  with  a helpful  Park 
and  Rec  Department;  a battle  fraught 
with  dealing  with  drug  dealers,  clean-up 
of  trash  and  refuse,  efforts  to  re-establish 
community  programs  and  to  repaint  park 
furniture.  Still  on  the  table  are  Courtney 
and  the  Mission  Playground  Neighbor- 
hood Associations  plans  to  furnish  the 
childrens  playground/sandbox  area  with 
new  equipment  purchased  with  moneys 
from  the  Open  Spaces  program. 

Courtneys  condemnation  of  city 
governments  which  let  precious  resources 
such  as  Mission  Playground  fall  into 
wrack  and  ruin,  rings  poignantly  true  with 
regard  not  only  to  this  park  but  to  urban 
neighborhoods  across  the  nation.  The  ef- 
forts of  the  Mission  Playground  Neigh- 
borhood Association  to  clean-up  their 
shared  resource  are  an  excellent  example 
of  a community  in  action.  Drug  dealers  no 
longer  rule.  Youth  groups  and  residents 
are  re- inhabiting  the  park.  There  is  a 
banter  of  fresh  activity.  Park  and  Rec  has 
hired  managers  and  worked  on  continued 
maintenance. 

Beginning  with  a latch-key  program 
for  approximately  30  poor  children, 
negotiations  have  ensued  between  neigh- 
bors seeking  a new  life  for  the  park  and 
the  city  which  provides  upkeep  for  the 
facilities  and  programs.  Now  the  park 
hosts  such  activities  as  a girls  softball 
team,  swimming  in  a heated  pool,  a soccer 
team  for  adults,  frequent  neighborhood 
clean-ups  and,  last  year,  a Halloween 
party  for  children  complete  with  treats 
and  a lovely,  decorative  luminaria. 

This  small,  nicely  planned  park,  with 
two  lawns,  a community  center,  a 
playground  area,  two  tennis  courts,  a pool 
house  and  a large  concrete  court  for 
sports  is  a fabulous  resource  for  the  19th 
and  20th  Streets  neighborhood  as  it  wends 
its  way  from  the  Valencia/Cunningham 
Lane  entrance  to  19th  Street  and  Linda 


Street. 

The  park  houses  three  murals  which 
speak  to  the  flavor  and  activities  of  its 
surrounding  multicultural  neighborhood. 
One  by  Diego  Romero  of  Precita  Eyes  is 
a recent  addition  along  Cunningham. 
Another,  sponsored  by  the  Department  of 
Recycling,  the  SF  Conservation  Corps, 
Northern  California  Grant  Makers,  the 
California  Department  of  Conservation 
and  various  other  organizations  and  ar- 
tists depicts  the  importance  of  recycling 
and  the  environment.  The  main  pool 
house  and  home  of  the  Mission  Urban 
Life  Skills  Center  which  faces  19th  Street 
is  covered  in  The  New  World  Tree,  a 
vividly  portrayed  work  by  Precita  Eyes 
muralist  Juan  Alicia,  Susan  Cervantes, 
and  Raul  Martinez.  The  mural  graciously 
enhances  the  old  rec  center  and  pool 
houses  stout  facade,  rolling  green  lawn, 
blooming  yellow  daisy  bushes  and 
perimeter  of  healthy,  pruned  trees. 

Courtney  and  her  neighborhoods 
main  contribution  will  be  new  playground 
furniture  to  replace  an  existing, 
dangerous,  ugly,  and  menacing  tangle  of 
equipment.  While  promised  moneys  are 
held  up  in  bureaucracy,  Courtney  op- 
timistically describes  the  pleasurable  ef- 
fect new  equipment,  estimated  at  a cost  of 
$300,000,  will  provide:  a safe,  sturdy, 
clean,  and  handicapped-accessible 
playground  of  climbable,  swingable  stuff. 

Pssst...If  all  goes  well  there  will  be  a 
tiny  tot  train! 

How  you  can  help:  A forthcoming 
clean-up  is  planned  for  December  30.  For 
information  on  how  to  support  the  new 
playground  through  letter  writing,  con- 
tact: Cathy  Courtney  at  the  Mission 
Playground  Neighborhood  Association, 
(415)553-8717.  The  park  and  its  activities 
have  been  supported  through  generous 
donations  of  time,  effort,  and  food  by 
Buen  Dia  School,  Companeros  del  Bar- 
rio, the  Golden  Gate  Lutheran  Church 
childrens  programs,  MOCD,  Supervisor 
Susan  Leal  and  Timos  Tapas  restaurant 
on  Valencia. 


GRAPHIC  DESIGN 
BILINGUAL  EDITORIAL  SERVICES 
TRANSLATIONS  for  PUBLICATION 


Special  Rates  for  Non-Profits 

415*824-7421 


SPANISH/ENGUSH  TYPESETTING  • AD  DESIGN  . LOGOS  • BUSINESS  CARDS  * NEWSLETTERS 
MENUS  • FLYERS  * BROCHURES  . INVITATIONS  * COMPUTER  GRAPHIC  ILLUSTRATIONS 
ACADEMIC  RESEARCH  ASSISTANCE  • PROOFREADING  • BILINGUAL  INTERVIEW  TRANSCRIPTIONS 


PAGE  g NEW  MISSION  NEWS  JANUARY  1926  

LETTERS  TO  THE  EDITOR 


Dear  Editor: 

There  are  almost  100  Mission  resi- 
dents who  are  graduates  of  the  Fire 
Department’s  Neighborhood  Emergency 
Response  Team  (NERT)  training  pro- 
gram. NERT  members  are  trained  in  dis- 
aster preparedness,  triage,  disaster 
medicine,  search  and  rescue,  and  basic 
fire  fighting.  NERT  training  is  conducted 
in  five  three-hour  classes  usually  held 
once  a week. 

For  a geographic  area  as  large  as  the 
Mission,  100  is  a very  small  number  of 
people  with  the  skills  to  react  ap- 
propriately in  an  earthquake  or  other 
natural  disaster. 

We  all  know  that  a more  serious 
earthquake  than  Loma  Prieta  is  coming, 
probably  within  the  next  30  years.  It  could 


be  soon,  it  could  be  later,  but  don't  wait. 
Get  trained  now  in  how  to  protect  your- 
self, your  family  and  friends,  your  neigh- 
bors and  your  home.  We  urge  every 
Mission  resident  to  contact  the  San  Fran- 
cisco Fire  Department  to  get  trained  then 
join  with  your  neighbors  to  create  a team 
that  can  effectively  respond.  Start  work- 
ing now  to  make  your  home,  building, 
block,  and  neighborhood  safer.  Get 
ready. 

There  will  be  a NERT  training  class 
for  the  Mission  starting  January  16  at  the 
SFFD  Training  Center  at  19th  and  Fol- 
som Streets.  For  more  information  or  to 
sign-up,  call  558-3456  and  ask  for  Frank 
Lucier. 

Gloria  Valoris,  Tom  Ramirez, 
and  Norm  Levy 


You  are  Welcome  at  Mission  Dental  Building  for 
all  Phases  of  Dentistry  • 2440  Mission  St.  285-9900 

Peter  Rengstorff,  D.D.S.  Robert  C.  Ceniceros,  D.D.S.  • 
Ramona  L.  Lauron,  R.D.H.  Bryan  Arant,  D.D.S. 

OPEN  MON-SAT  9-5 
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Espresso  Bar  de  Specialty  Groceries 

COFFEE 

BREAD 

FLOWERS 

3814  18th  Street  (between  Guerrero  Sr  Dolores) 
San  Francisco,  California  94110 
Telephone  418  888  0434 

We  feature  the  ^ 

Selection  of 

African,  Latin,  O mS/SST _ 

Brazilian,  Carib-  Ct  ^ 

bean,  and  other 
Selected  music 

[Traditional  & *T  j.  — * C 

Contemporary) 

693  Guerrero  St  @ p.  ■ 

18th,  San  Francisco  I IjPcDor 

Hours: Tuesday  to  IM 

Saturday,  noon  to  7;  , ..  ; 

Sunday  from  1 to  6.  tor  *ne  best  in  world  music 


GANGSPEAK 


^ 

Cafe  V? 
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^ San  Francisco 
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cIfie  ttiCton  Maurice  CoS 6 


Sunrise 

July  16.  1940 


ILM-PM 


Sunset 

October  20.  1995 


Cancer 

June  22nd-July  22nd 

From  Someone 


m 


Indeed,  this  world  is  in  constant  change.  But  peace  I find  in  looking  far  beyond 
mankind’s  desperate  needs.  Swift  is  the  sly  fox  with  his  eyes  on  the  prey.  The  spring  is  past 
and,  sweet  summer  too.  Gung  Ho  misty  fall;  We  are  ready  for  you.  Isay  brown  squirrel, 
strutting  your  long  bushy  tail:  ” How  much  did  you  save,  Oh  thrifty  varmint ?”  Enough  for 
winter,  Oh,  crafty  thief?  And,  thereafter,  what’s  your  foggy  drift  that  / might  add  to  the  woe. 
The  autumn,  I welcomed  with  glee,  dampened  my  parade  while  the  elegant  geese  lightened 
my  heavy  load  But  it  was  the  whistling  wind  that  eased  my  darkest  nights. 

HILTON  COBB 

Hilton  composed  this  poem  shortly  before  his  death  on  October  20  1995  In  his 
memory,  it  was  submitted  by  his  widow,  Marguerite  who  wrote:  "I  wish  to  submit  a vital 

wT";t0  SCnd  3 “eSSa*erout  ^ for  everyone...My  husband,  he  wanted  to  climb  the 
highest  mountain  but,  unfortunately,  the  Bull  stood  in  his  way  with  his  "Bayview  Hunters 

washis^1  Ga^8’  HC  ^ 55  yCarS  °Id  When  hC  left  f°r  ^ ^ mountain  peak.  AIDS 


Gang  members,  this  is  your  column.  This  is  your  voice.  This  is  your  opportunity  to 
speak  out.  Send  your  words,  poems,  rap  songs  and  art  to  Deanne  Berger-Moudgil, 
Column  Editor  for  GangSpeak,  c/o  New  Mission  News,  777  Valencia,  SF,  94110.  Or  call 
Deanne  via  her  pager  (#227-6338)  or  leave  a message  at  864-6531 
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HOTEL  STORY 


by  John  Jones 

T he  Thor  Hotel,  a low  income  hotel 
on  Mission  Street,  between  16th  and  17th, 
has  a reputation  for  being  clean.  It  is  a 
misleading  reputation  as  I found  out  in  my 
investigation  over  the  course  of  a month. 

Late  one  night  on  Capp  Street,  I 
stopped  beside  a prostitute  and  smiled 
back.  It  was  a fake  smile  same  as  hers. 
She  was  waiting  for  me  to  say  something. 
I stood  there  and  lit  a cigarette.  I spotted 
a homeboy  rushing  toward  us  as  if  he  were 
late  for  an  appointment  then  suddenly 
slow  down  when  he  saw  us.  She  kept  smil- 
ing. I puffed  my  cigarette. 

Finally  she  asked  if  I wanted  a date  and 
explained  it  costs  $15  plus  $5  for  the  hotel. 
I asked  which  hotel  and  she  said  the  Thor. 

The  Hispanic  man  was  lingering  at  a 
bus  shelter  playing  the  invisible  man.  But 
that’s  pretty  much  impossible  at  three  in 
the  morning. 

"Some  other  time,"  I said  and  walked 
away  in  the  opposite  direction.  I slowed 
down  at  the  comer  of  17th  Street  and 
looked  back.  Her  and  the  homey  were 
walking  off  together  like  a perfect  couple. 
All  they  needed  was  a sunset  and  a couple 
of  robins. 

Capp  street,  the  notorious  street- 
walker zone,  was  deserted  between  17th 
and  18th  street,  as  was  the  stretch  to  16th. 
I felt  alone  and  vulnerable  as  I threaded 
my  way.  Too  many  shadows  and  potential 
for  a lurking  ambush.  With  my  blond  hair 
and  baby  face,  I probably  looked  out  of  my 
element  and  begging  to  get  mugged.  I 
turned  up  to  Mission  at  16th  street  and 
went  into  a bus  shelter. 

A higher  police  presence  has  thinned 
out  business,  but  it  hasn’t  disappeared.  It 
just  isn’t  as  blatant  as  before. 

An  older  prostitute  who  looked  like 
her  salad  days  were  thirty  years  behind 
her  came  up  to  the  stop  just  as  the  14 
Mission  bus  pulled  in.  I got  in  behind  her 
just  to  see  where  she  was  headed.  I recog- 
nized her  from  earlier.  She  had  been 


working  South  Van  Ness  and  had  sug- 
gested we  go  to  the  Thor  Hotel.  She  got 
off  on  Sixth  Street  and  scurried  away, 
presumably  home. 

Over  the  proceeding  weeks  I returned 
to  the  Capp  Street  corridor,  as  well  as  the 
parallel  area  on  South  Van  Ness,  at  dif- 
ferent hours.  And  one  thing  I noticed  was 
that  if  a customer  didn’t  have  a car  the 
prostitutes  would  often  suggest  going  to 
the  Thor  Hotel.  If  I asked  if  there  was 
another  hotel  the  women  would  name 
others  such  as  the  Star  or  the  Prita.  The 
"room  use"  fees  quoted  ranged  from  five 
to  ten  dollars. 

I took  the  plunge.  The  prostitute  led 
me  to,  you  guessed  it,  Thor  Hotel  I 
must’ve  looked  nervous.  I felt  more  than 
a little  anxious  about  entering  a building 
where  junkies  and  other  street  people 
lived.  Especially  since  it’s  not  uncommon 


to  see  covered  bodies  carried  out  of  them 
from  time  to  time.  I expected  to  find 
menacing  characters  loitering  amidst  a 
haze  of  smoke  . . . 

She  was  buzzed  in  and  I followed  her 
up  a steep  staircase  that  seemed  to  go  on 
forever.  At  the  top  and  to  the  left  was  a 
middle  aged  man  with  jet  black  hair  sit- 
ting in  the  open  doorway  of  an  apartment 
like  a sentinel.  He  was  balancing  a clip- 
board on  his  knees.  He  looked  up  at  her 
and  exchanged  a few  words  then  she  mo- 
tioned for  me  to  sign  my  name  and  put  the 
time.  It  was  after  three  in  the  morning. 
The  entire  page  was  full  of  names  that 
were  probably  as  phoney  as  the  one  I 
inscribed.  I had  expected  him  to  ask  for 
my  I.D.  He  didn’t.  He  didn’t  even  look  at 
me. 

The  prostitute  led  me  down  a hall  that 
twisted  a little  to  the  right  which  put  me 


out  of  his  line  of  sight.  Now  I was  alone. 
I stayed  close  to  my  guide. 

The  walls  were  white  and  there  was  no 
trash  on  the  floor.  The  hallway  looked 
much  cleaner  than  what  I’d  expected.  Yet 
despite  the  cleanliness,  there  was  eerie 
astmosphere  thick  enough  to  snap  into 
rocks  and  smoke  out  of  a crack  pipe.  I 
could  hear  people  talking  and  stirring 
around  in  their  rooms.  Didn’t  anyone 
sleep  around  here?  The  black  haired 
man’s  matter  of  fact  attitude  toward  a 
prostitute  and  her  john  was  unnerving. 

The  woman  told  me  to  wait  in  the  hall 
then  stepped  into  an  apartment.  I heard 
words  exchanged  but  couldn’t  catch  what 
was  said.  The  floor  inside  it  was  strewn 
with  clothes.  Then  she  led  me  across  the 
hall  into  another  apartment. 

It  was  a small  room  with  a bed  against 
the  far  wall  and  a dresser  to  the  left. 
There  was  no  lock  on  the  door  and  a 
disturbing  slot  in  the  center  of  the  door 
about  a half  inch  thick.  She  laid  a towel 
over  a rung  to  cover  up  the  slot. 

I paid  gave  her  the  money  and  told  her 
I didn’t  want  to  have  sex  but  only  wanted 
to  talk.  She  said  she’d  give  me  fifteen 
minutes.  I lied  to  her  about  myself  and 
she  lied  to  me  about  herself.  It  was  like 
talking  to  a stranger  at  a cocktail  party. 

When  I left  the  Thor  Hotel  the  black 
haired  man  was  still  balancing  the 
cli board  on  his  knee  like  a bus  driver  wait- 
ing for  the  light  to  turn  green. 

I had  given  the  money  to  the  prostitute 
and  not  the  Indian,  she  called  him  the 
manager.  She  said  she  gives  the  money  to 
him  afterwards. 

A couple  of  days  later  I asked  some  of 
the  streetwalkers  about  how  it  worked 
and  they  repeated  the  same  thing.  The 
streetwalker  collects  the  "room  use  fee" 
and  gives  it  to  the  manager  later  on. 

This  wasn’t  an  isolated  incident. 
Many  other  prostitutes  offered  to  take  me 
to  the  Thor  HoteL  And  I saw  many  pros- 
titutes taking  their  johns  inside  it. 


MISSION  NEIGHBORHOOD  WALDORF  KINDERGARTEN 
Centro  del  Pueblo,  474  Valencia  Street,  Suite  135 
(415)  703-0459 

Listen  to  what  the  experts  are  saying... 

"My  son  eats  more  vegetables,  has  better  health,  is  interested  in  telling 
complete  stories,  and  has  deepened  friendships."  Doesn't  your  child 


deserve  the  best? 

• Cognitive  Skill  Development 

* Developmental  Approach 

• Artistic  Work  - Creative  Play 

* Multicultural  Population 

• Family  Involvement 

• Affordable  Tuition 

This  school  does  not  discriminate  on  the  basis  of  race,  color,  religion,  national  origin,  sexual 

preference,  or  handicap. 


THERAPY 

SPECIALIZING  IN  ANTIQUE 
FURNITURE  & COLLECTIBLES 

545  VALENCIA  (BTWN.  16TH  & 17TH  ST.) 
TUE-SUN  12-6 
MONDAY  BY  CHANCE 
861-6213 


XPCSED 

photographic  services 


10AM  - 6PM 

MONDAY  - SATURDAY 

HARRINGTON  BROS. 

FURNISHINGS  & ANTIQUES 

599  VALENCIA  (at  17th) 


861-7300 


WE  BUY  & SELL  EVERYTHING 
FOR  HOME  AND  OFFICE 
OLD  & LIKE  NEW  & ANTIQUE 

MAJOR  CREDIT  CARDS  ACCEPTED 


Custom  Block  & LUhlte  Photoflnlshlng 


425  SOUTH  VAN  NESS  SAN  FRANCISCOCA.  94  1 03 

(415)487-9996  FAX  (41  6)  487-9997 


GATEWAY 

Virtues 


NATURAL  FOODS  & SPIRITS 

3101  - 24th  Street,  S.F.  • 282-91 55 

A mini-supermarket  serving  all 
of  the  Mission’s  diverse  life  styles! 


MILK 
$2.25/Gal 


r 

150  Different 

NATL 
L av 

RAL  FOOD  H 
mailable  in  bul 

rEMSj 

ALL  ODWALLA 
JUICES 

always  available 


AMERICAN  SPIRIT 
Cigarettes 

always  $2. 50/pack 


FRESH  ORGANIC  PRODUCE 
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(OLA  CABANA  RESTAURANT  & BAR 


CONTEMPORARY  CUISINE 


Enjoy  one  com- 
plimentary 
entree  with  the 
purchase  of  a 
second  of  equal 
or  greater  value. 

Pl£ASl  PMSdfl  COUPON 
WHEN  ORDERING 
I PEP  PERSON 

open  nightly  (except 
Monday)  tor  dinner 
with  piano  entertain- 
ment Conveniently 
located  on  Mission 
near  21st.  Validated 
Parking  at  Bartlett 


LITERATURE  & POLITICS 
CULTURE  & COMMUNITY 

BOOKS  IN  ENGLISH  & SPANISH 


We  feature  a superb  collection  of 
international  & multicultural  fiction 


888  Valencia  Street 
San  Francisco,  CA  94110 

(415)  282-9246 


11-8 

11-9 

11-6 


Mon-Thur 
Fit- Sat 
Sunday 


FOLLOW  THE 
LEADER? 

Leadership  versus  Trust:  One  you  can 
look  toward.  The  other  you  can  fall  back 
on.  These  were  the  candidates’  self- 
proclaimed  summaries  in  a rugged 
mayoral  race.  Compelling  Options?  Or 
Campaign  Orating? 

Recognizing  that  this  is  not  the  era  of 
cushioned  falls,  or  even  safety  nets,  San 
Franciscans  (and  a remarkable  percent- 
age of  Mission  District  voters)  opted  for 
Leadership  and  looking  forward. 
Whether  the  means  will  justify  the  ends 
depends  on  your  vantage  point.  These  are 
scary  times  to  feel  off  balance,  or  need 
support ...  to  look  back,  let  alone  to  fall 
back.  Local  Matrix  Programs  and  Curfew 
Plans  seem  to  punish  precisely  the  folks 
most  in  need  of  support.  Nationwide 
budget  cuts  and  government  shutdowns 
further  thwart  our  ability  to  strengthen  or 
brighten  the  fabric  of  our  communities. 
So  we  voted  for  the  Leadership  of  a 
renowned  dealmaker  and  consensus 
builder. . . somebody  who  earned  the  en- 
dorsement of  Mission  District  squatters 
and  downtown  developers  alike  with  his 
pledge  to  forge  the  path  to  a more 
"humane  and  service  enriched  City."  And 
now,  it’s  time  for  us  to  follow  his  lead? 

PLEASE,  NOT 
ANOTHER  MAYOR’S 
MISSION  TASKFORCE 

Or  is  now  the  time  for  Mission  District 
loyalists  to  do  some  soul  searching  about 
a leadership  style  and  decision-making 
process  of  their  own? 

Over  the  years,  there’s  been  a lot  of 
talk  about  whether  or  not  this  neighbor- 
hood needs  "an  umbrella  organization," 
i.e.  one  that  serves  as  a clearinghouse  and 
catalyst  for  the  dozens  upon  dozens  of 
community-based  agencies  and  coalitions 
in  the  Mission.  This  is  similar  to  the  role 
played  by  the  Planning  Coalition  in  the 
Tenderloin  or  the  Problem  Solving  Coun- 
cil South  of  Market. 

The  initial  goal  of  the  Mayor’s  Task 
Force  on  the  Mission,  the  one  started  by 
residents  under  the  Agnos  administra- 
tion, was  to  be  such  a body. 

At  that  time,  people  convinced  the 
Mayor  to  (a)  endorse  a Mission  Task 
Force,  (b)  appoint  representative 
spokespeople  who  were  nominated  by  the 
community,  and  (c)  provide  easy  access  to 
City  Officials  who  could  promote  the  ef- 
forts of  Mission  District  organizers. 

That  incarnation  of  the  Task  Force 
published  a Tenants  Rights  handbook  in 
Spanish  and  English,  presented  the 
Mayor  a Residential  Hiring  Proposal  for 
the  Mission,  and  started  to  compile  a 
Map/Guide  to  Mission  Arts.  It  played  an 
active  role  in  rezoning  the  North  East 
Mission  Industrial  Zone  (NEMIZ)  by 

sponsoring  two  public  hearings  and 
documenting  12  pages  of  testimony  — 
primarily  supporting  the  idea  of  a vibrant, 
mixed-used  District. 

When  Mayor  Jordan  was  elected  and 
recommended  the  NEMIZ  be  an  "In- 
dustry Only"  area,  the  Task  Force  sent 
him  an  inquisitive  and  irritated  letter. 
Soon  thereafter,  that  Task  Force  was 
replaced,  its  members  not  receiving  as 
much  as  a phone  call  from  the  Mayor’s 
Office  before  learning  of  the  initiation  of 
the  new  Task  Force  on  the  evening  news. 
This  was  not  an  auspicious  or  empowering 
beginning  for  Jordan’s  new  appointees, 
let  alone  for  the  Mayor’s  persona  in  our 
neighborhood.  And  the  concept  of  a 
Mayor’s  Task  Force  never  quite  regained 
its  appeal.  But  the  desire  for  an  umbrella 
body  continued  to  resurface. 

In  early  1995,  all  those  discussions 
about  whether  or  not  the  Mission  should 
become  a Redevelopment  Area  and 


benefit  from  redevelopment  funds  chal- 
lenged us  to  devise  a wise  process  for 
building  consensus  and  making  decisions. 

Folks  from  South  of  Market  were  in- 
vited to  the  Mission  to  talk  about  their 
Problem  Solving  Council,  and  why  it’s 
been  a good  forum  for  priority-setting  in 
the  SOMA  since  1987.  They  explained 
how  the  Council  is  open  to  anyone  inter- 
ested, and  how  consensus  is  defined  as 
"unanimity."  Given  the  loud  and 
boisterous  divisions  which  characterized 
redevelopment  discussions  in  the  Mis- 
sion, the  SOMA  model  struck  many  as 
unapproachable.  Our  indecision  and  in- 
fighting, in  turn,  made  the  Mission  unap- 
proachable to  the  Redevelopment 
Agency. 

But  later  in  the  year,  when  six  neigh- 
borhoods in  the  City  (the  Mission  in- 
cluded) were  awarded  Enterprise 
Community  Funding,  people  in  the  Mis- 
sion came  together  yet  again  to  look  at  this 
concept  of  neighborhood-wide  decision- 
making. Representatives  were  elected 
from  the  commercial,  non-profit  and 
residential  sectors  to  sponsor  hearings 
and  follow  through  on  agreements.  As 
documented  in  this  paper  by  its  Editor, 
the  last  few  months,  this  process  ex- 
perienced some  success.  Priorities  were 
identified.  Requests  for  Proposals  were 
prepared.  And  money  is  indeed  available 
in  1996  for  some  discrete  projects  that 
address  some  poignant  issues  and  offer 
some  pliant  safety  nets. 

Also,  in  1996,  funds  are  available  for 
all  kinds  of  community  organizing  and 
leadership  training  - thanks  to  a voter-ap- 
proved crime  prevention  measure  that 
will  be  carried  forward  by  the  newly 
formed  Neighborhood  Safety  Partner- 
ship. In  addition  to  employing  a full-time 
organizer  to  bring  together  various  neigh- 
borhood groups  in  the  Mission,  a slew  of 
workshops  will  be  available  to  neighbor- 
hood activists  interested  in  everything 
trom  Running  a Meeting  to  starting  a 
Tenant  Association  to  Conflict  Resolu- 
tion to  Youth  Empowerment. 

WHO’S  IN 
CHARGE  HERE? 

Clearly,  there’s  no  single  recipe  for 
cohesion  and  stability  - - especially  in  a 
neighborhood  as  diversified  as  ours. 

On  16th  Street,  the  Neighborhood  As- 
sociation voted  away  the  concept  of  a 
Leader,  or  a Chair,  well  over  a year  ago. 
Instead,  they’ve  opted  for  a rotating 
facilitator,  with  a different  person  "chair- 
ing" the  meeting  every  two  weeks.  After 
old  and  new  business  are  completed,  each 
meeting  ends  with  the  group  figuring  out, 
together,  what  the  next  agenda  will  be  and 
who  will  usher  it  along. 

On  24th  Street,  a City  Supervisor  acts 
as  the  Association’s  Honorary  Chair,  and 
local  merchants  and  residents  are  elected 
each  year  to  run  one  of  the  group’s  many 
committees. 

On  Mission  Street,  people  still  utilize 
the  traditional  leadership  structure.  One 
Chair  coordinates  . . . everything 

The  main  thing  is  to  know  that  anyone 
who  cares  to  be  involved  has  a healthy 
forum  in  which  to  do  so.  When  it  comes 
to  community-building,  the  question  of 
ends  versus  means  is  quite  simple.  The 
means  are  the  ends.  Our  neighborhood  is 
the  way  we  interact  with  each  other.  If  our 
means  are  blaming  and  griping  and 
demanding,  the  ends  may  produce  results. 
But  will  we  ever  choose  to  be  involved 
again?  It’s  doubtful. 

We  voted  for  a Mayor  to  lead  us  to 
consensus.  And  we’ve  got  some  promis- 
ing new  resources,  by  way  of  the 
Enterprise  Program  and  the  Neighbor- 
hood Safety  Partnership,  to  help  us  meet 
him  halfway.  So  let’s  do  it. 
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SLUG  FEST  AT  MISTRAL 


Children  would  probably  climb  all 
over  the  jungle  gym  in  Gabriela  Mistral 
Park  if  it  were  only  a little  cleaner.  Right 
now,  there’s  paper  scraps  in  the  play 
structure’s  tunnel  and  graffiti  on  its  win- 
dows. The  slide  is  streaked  with  black 
magic-marker  tags,  and  the  swings  are  all 
broken.  Without  the  garbage,  though,  the 
park’s  jungle  gym  would  be  a near  perfect 
space  station  in  any  kid’s  eyes. 

Several  neighbors  around  this  small 
park  on  Harrison  Street  have  decided  to 
help  the  San  Francisco  League  of  Urban 
Gardeners  bring  the  space  station  back  to 
life.  They  plan  to  meet  for  a few  hours  on 
January  20  starting  at  10  a.m.  in  order  to 
clean  up  the  play  area,  nurse  the  park’s 
diverse  flora  back  to  life,  and  eat  a few 
doughnuts.  Everyone  who  feels  that  this 
park  needs  a little  sprucing  up  is  invited 


to  help  out. 

Next  to  the  Moscone  School 
playground  and  just  down  the  street  from 
the  man  who  sells  tacos  from  a truck,  the 
park  serves  both  the  school  and  the  neigh- 
borhood. There  are  places  for  adults  to  sit 
and  an  iron  sculpture  to  look  at. 

Gabriela  Mistral,  who  died  in  1957, 
would  have  been  proud.  She’s  the 
celebrated  Chilean  poet  and  one  of  the 
first  women  ever  to  win  the  Nobel  Prize 
for  literature.  If  you  can  make  it  out  to  the 
clean-up  effort  on  the  20th,  check  out  the 
cool  bromeliad  plants  and  Mistral’s  words 
in  the  cement:  "There  is  a guardian  angel 
who  takes  you  and  carries  you  like  the 
wind  and  goes  with  children  wherever 
children  go." 

You  could  be  a guardian  angel,  too.  - 
Bob  Parks 


SAFE  NEEDLE  DISPOSAL  CUTS 
HIV,  HEPATITIS  RISK 


Pharmacist  Nancy  Tsukamoto  and  store 
manager  Abe  Bitan  of  Walgreens  at  2712 
Mission  Street  hold  a safe  needle  disposal 
container. 


Hypodermic  needles  discarded  by 
diabetics  and  others  treating  themselves 
at  home  pose  a serious  health  risk  for 
garbage  collectors  - 40%  of  whom  find 
needles  at  least  once  a week  and  64% 
once  a month.  Hundreds  of  Mission  resi- 
dents are  now  taking  advantage  of  the 
Safe  Needle  Disposal  Program,  a free  ser- 
vice, but  the  risk  of  HIV  or  Hepatitis  B 
infection  to  garbage  collectors  continues. 
More  people  are  needed  to  participate  in 
the  program,  which  last  year  gave  out 
10,000  safe  needle  containers  in  San  Fran- 
cisco. 

It’s  easy  to  do.  Just  pick  up  a free 
needle  container  at  any  Walgreens  phar- 
macy (1979  and  2712  Mission  St.  in  the 
Mission),  San  Francisco  District  Health 
Center,  UC  Medical  Center  in  Parnasus 
Heights  or  San  Francisco  General  Hospi- 
tal (patients  only).  Place  used  needles 
syringes  and  lancets  in  the  container:  lock 
the  lid  when  full  and  return  to  any  of  the 
above  locations  or  to  the  San  Francisco 
Hazardous  Waste  Collection  Facility. 
Call  554-4333  for  more  details. 


CULTURAL  CENTER  GETS 
NEW  DIRECTOR 


The  Mission  Cultural  Center  went 
through  some  serious  upheavals  in  1995, 
that  resulted  in  the  ouster  of  the  board  of 
directors  and  the  executive  director.  Al- 
though a new  board  has  been  at  work  for 
the  past  few  months,  they  did  not  select 
the  new  executive  director,  Daniel  del 
Solar,  until  December. 

Del  Solar  holds  a Bachelors  Degree  in 
Social  Relations  from  Harvard  University 
where  he  did  his  honors  thesis  on  the 
subject  of  "machismo".  He  worked  as  a 
reporter  for  Enfoque  a national  Spanish- 
language  weekly  radio  show  from  1979-84 
and  is  the  author  of  "Police-Citizen 
Violence:  an  Organizing  Guide  for  Com- 
munity Leaders".  Del  Solar  has  also 
produced  several  radio  and  television 


programs  on  Latin  American  culture,  the 
arts  and  politics. 

From  the  fall  of  1992  until  June  of  1995 
he  served  as  the  General  Manager  of 
WYBE-TV,  a multicultural  public 
television  station  in  Philadelphia,  Pen- 
nsylvania with  1.2  million  cable  sub- 
scribers. Del  Solar  also  has  extensive 
administrative  experience  here  in  San 
Francisco  where  between  1985  and  1992 
he  held  the  position  of  General  Manager 
of  KALW-FM,  the  radio  station  of  the 
San  Francisco  School  District. 

"The  Mission  Cultural  Center  for 
Latino  Arts  will  work  to  make  available 
the  full  range  of  arts  making  tools,  from 
silk  screens  to  digital  image  processing  to 
all  Mission  residents,"  del  Solar  said. 


HIDDEN  PARTS  AT  MCC 


Shot  entirely  in  San  Francisco,  writer/ 
director  Carlos  Castilo’s  Hidden  Parts 
deal  with  class  conflict  between  white  and 
blue  color  Latinos  during  a graveyard 
shift  in  a San  Francisco  parking  garage 
where  a teenage  attendant  tangles  with  an 
ul  tempered  bank  executive.  The  film  fea- 
tures some  scenes  shot  at  the  Mission’s 
most  charming  dive  the  Tip  Top. 

Director  Castillo  has  a unique  market- 
ing stately  aimed  the  Latino  community: 
"Instead  of  having  our  audience  come  to 


us  we’re  going  to  them  by  asking  organiza 
tions  to  sponsor  screenings." 

The  goal  is  to  expand  from  this  23 
minute  film  and,  with  other  filmmakers, 
develop  a 60  or  70  minute  showcase. 

Hidden  Parts  screens  on  Wednesday 
January  17th  at  the  Mission  Cultural  cen- 
ter 2868  Mission  St.  at  8pm.  Tickets  are  Si 
and  the  director  will  be  on  hand  to  chat 
with  the  audience,  so  stop  in  and  find  out 
what  front  line  filmmaking  is  all  about. 
Call  563-2483  for  more  information. 
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TAMING  OF  THE  SHOE 


1736  Haight  Street,  San  Francisco  CA  94117 
Tel:  415.221.4453  Fan:  415.221.4569 


WE  STOCK  THE 
BEST  SELECTION 
OF  NEW, 
RECONDITIONED 
AND  VINTAGE\ 
CLASSIC  SHOES  IN 
THE  CITY. 

FULL  SHOE  REPAIR 
SERVICES 


$50,000,000 

AVAILABLE  FOR  BUSINESSES 


Loans  up  to  $250,000  are  available  through  the  Mayor’s  Office 
or  Community  Development,  for  businesses  operating  in  San 
Francisco.  Loans  must  result  in  the  creation  of  jobs  for  low 
income  residents. 

Applicants  for  the  fund  must  show  evidence  that  they  are 
unable  to  secure  all,  or  portion  of,  the  project  financing  through  a 
bank,  have  a reasonable  credit  history  and  be  able  to  repay  the 
debt.  The  interest  rate  is  typically  fixed  at  prime.  Loan  maturity 
varies.  J 

If  you  are  interested  in  applying  for  a loan  call  one  of  the 
following  agencies: 

Asian,  Inc.  Mission  Economic 

928-5910  Development  Association  282-3334 


South  of  Market  Foundation 
512-9676 


Urban  Economic 

Development  Corporation  923-0105 
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Youth  in  Crisis 


The  Arts 


The  most  compelling  stories  in  the  Mission  in  the  past  year  concerned  the  continuing 
tragedy  of  youth  violence  --  which  was  given  wide  coverage  in  the  mainstream  media  -- 
and  the  efforts  of  young  people  themselves  to  counter  that  violence  --  a story  mainstream 
media  largely  ignored. 


On  March  18,  over  300  youths  participated  in  a Youth  Summit  at  Horace  Mann 
Middle  School.  Photo  by  Eugene  Kettner 


On  July  26,  fifteen-year  old  Luis  Ramos  was  gunned  down  during  a gang  fight  at  19i 

““  ^,0-u  u f,0S,LCaSLket  was.being  out  of  Mission  Dolores,  a prie 

remarked.  He  who  hates  his  brother  is  an  assassin." 


To  break  the  cycle  of  violence  the  Jamestown  Community  Center  launched  its 
Summer  Voyage  Program  which  involved  kids  aged  10  through  13  in  environmental  and 
community  improvement  projects.  Asked  to  determine  the  most  pressing  concern  to 
theu  environment  they  were  fairly  unanimous:  gang  violence.  As  a culminating  event  of 
the  summer  the  Voyagers  created  a peace  mural  under  the  supervision  of  their  advisor 
16  year-old  Salomon  Aparicio.  Two  weeks  after  the  mural’s  completion  Aparicio  was 
stabbed  to  death  in  a gang  fight.  The  brutal  irony  of  Aparicio’s  death  was,  of  course  felt 
most  deeply  by  the  kids  with  who  he  worked  Photo  by  Eugene  Kettner 


Youth  on  youth  violence  remains  the  Mission’s  most  intractable  and  heartbreaking 
problem.  Despite  its  devastating  effects,  there  are  still  plenty  of  people  of  all  ages  who 
will  try  to  turn  the  tide,  (see  story  on  page  7) 


Established  venues  continued  to  produce  some  exceptional  shows  such  as  Another 
Life  Up  Inside  Her  Head:  Chicana  and  Latina  Artists  from  the  Emerging  Generation 
shown  at  Galleria  de  la  Raza  in  the  Spring.  From  that  show,  pictured  above,  is  Venus  y 
Cupido  by  Julia  Colmenares.  Photo  by  Ruben  Guzman 


New  spaces  such  as  the  Lab,  New  College  Cultural  Center,  Red  Rocket  Theater, 
Luna  Sea,  Four  Walls  Gallery  and  Collision  Gallery  (above)  drew  audiences  from 
throughout  the  Bay  Area.  Photo  by  Eugene  Kettner. 


The  linchpin  of  the  local  arts  scene,  the  Mission  Cultural  Center,  became  unhinged 
for  awhile.  Drumming  in  a new  era  in  March  the  Cultural  Center  merged  with  La  Raza 
Graphics  Center  renaming  itself  Mission  Cultural  Center  for  Latino  Arts.  At  the  end  of 
May  a power  struggle  between  the  Cultural  Center’s  board  of  directors  and  executive 
director  Bob  Carrillo  led  to  Carrillo’s  firing.  The  board  called  the  police  to  lock  the 
building,  keeping  Carrillo  out. 

The  cops  billed  the  Center  Si, 647  for  their  services.  A spontaneous  grassroots 
uprising  drummed  out  the  board  of  directors  and  installed  a new  one.  In  December 
former  KALW  Radio  general  manager,  Daniel  del  Solar  was  appointed  the  new  execu- 
tive director,  (see  story  on  page  11)  Photo  by  Eugene  Kettner 

The  growth  of  the  Mission  arts  scene  in  1996  is  a given  and  it  will  include  the  strangest 
people  and  pop  up  in  the  most  unexpected  places.  (See  stories  on  page  16  and  17) 
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Two  Campaigns 


The  courts  finally  drove  a stake  into  the  heart  of  Proposition  187  but  not  before 
numerous  local  protests.  Photo  by  Eugene  Kettner. 


The  Jordan  administration  which  came  into  office  vowing  to  wage  war  on  graffiti  left 
office  unable  to  protect  its  own  campaign  signs,  such  as  the  billboard  at  19th  and  Mission 
that  was  wickedly  altered  in  the  final  two  weeks  of  the  Mayoral  contest.  Willie  Brown 
won  the  Mission  by  74.4  %.  (see  Heart  of  the  City  on  PagelO)  Photo  by  Najib  Joe  Hakim 


In  September  as  part  of  a feature  called  The  Mission’s  Worst  Landlords"  we  did  a 
very  short  piece  on  local  propertied  person  Monica  Hujazi.  Hujazi  and  her  attorney  went 
postal  and  claimed  to  be  outraged  that  she  was  on  the  list.  When  December’s  heavy  rains 
came  down,  Hujazi’s  tenant  Fabricio  Flepes  was  even  more  outraged  when  water  by  the 
bucket-full  poured  through  the  roof  into  his  almost-opened  store,  Super  Gigante 
Market,  at  3019  Mission.  Sewage  also  backed  up  and  flooded  the  basement  storage  area. 
"She  can’t  get  anything  fixed  or  even  answer  my  calls,"  said  Flepes.  A building  inspection 
report  from  January  1993  cites  identical  complaints  from  previous  tenants.  In  the  photo 
above  a fnend  of  Flepes  examines  thousands  of  dollars  in  damaged  inventory.  In  what 
may  or  may  not  be  a related  development  our  new  district  attorney  Terence  Hallman, 
who  received  70.4%  percent  of  the  Mission  vote,  promised  to  get  tough  on  slumlords. 


The  Mission  s mega-event  continued  to  thrill  and  show  the  world  our  community  at 
its  creative  best.  But  at  the  end  of  the  year  a behind  the  scenes  battle  between  Mission 
Economic  and  Cultural  Association  and  Mission  Neighborhood  Centers  for  control  of 
the  festival,  boded  ill  for  Carnaval  1996. 


The  Homeless 


The  number  of  homeless  people  based  in  the  Mission  was  estimated  to  be  2,000. 
Photo  by  Eugene  Kettner 
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EPICUREAN  FEAST  AT  POUR  HOUSE 


by  Hank  Hyena 

T he  first  thing  1 like  about  this  cafe 
is  the  name:  "Pour  House."  It  doesn’t 
mention  "Java"  or  "Mud"  or  "Bean"  — 
hooray!  Just  "Pour  House,"  a humble,  yet 
elegant  title. 

"I  was  feeling  pretty  poor  after  the 
initial  expense,"  says  David  Gardner,  the 
blue-eyed,  thirty-one  year  old  owner. 
"But  business  has  really  picked  up." 

The  cafe  is  tiny.  You  could  cough  a 
raisin  across  it,  but  it  seats  twenty-two, 
due  to  its  careful  design.  "I’m  from  tiny 
Delaware,"  smiles  David.  "I  know  how  to 
live  in  a very  small  space." 

The  second  thing  I like  here  is  today’s 
New  York  Times,  divided  carefully  into 
sections  on  a recycled  library  rack  by  the 
wall.  "I  think  a lot  of  people  come  here 
just  for  that  paper,"  confessed  David. 
He’s  right:  every  customer  in  the  place  has 
a section.  I grabbed  the  World  Report, 
and  sat  down. 

I ordered  two  breakfasts.  I’m  the 
critic  — it’s  free!  I read  about  drought  in 
Spain  and  famine  in  Korea,  while  I wait  to 
eat  like  a pig. 

The  food  arrives  quickly.  I start  with 
the  poached  eggs  served  on  a baguette, 
with  cantaloupe  slices  and  a Fruit 
Smoothie.  "Very  fresh,"  I remarked. 

"I  go  to  the  Produce  Market  every 
day,"  says  David.  "Seven  days  a week." 

I grazed  onward,  to  a bowl  of  amazing 
granola.  Every  grain  of  cereal  seems  like 
it  got  puffed  and  toasted  just  that  morn- 
ing, just  for  me.  "Where  did  you  get  this 
stuff?"  I asked,  incredulous. 

David  laughed  sheepishly.  "It’s  the 
house  recipe  --  we  designed  it." 

"Designed  it?"  I queried. 

"Sure,"  he  blushed.  "We  created  al- 
most everything  here." 

I pointed  around  the  room.  It’s  true. 
Holding  up  the  roof  are  telephone  poles 
that  he  carefully  sanded.  The  graceful 
tables  are  constructed  of  wood  and 
recycled  slate  from  Caldwell  Lumber. 
The  counter  is  birch  ply,  slate  and  metal. 


Bar  stools  from  the  Presidio,  have  been 
nicely  reupholstered.  David  did  all  of  this 
work,  with  his  friend,  Jeff  Walker. 

"What  about  the  menu?"  I asked.  It’s 
recycled  cardstock,  with  a Gothic  stamp 
font. 


venient." 

"Yeah,"  he  smiled.  "People  feel  like 
they  left  something  here,  so  they  have  to 
come  back."  His  eyes  twinkled. 

"Did  you  study  Design  in  college?"  I 
asked. 


Pour  House  pour-sona  Radha  Gallup  Photo  by  Najib  Joe  Hakim 


"My  girlfriend  did  that,"  he  replied. 
"Her  name  is  Snow  Kahn." 

"Explain  that,"  I demanded. 

"Her  parents  are  hippies;  she  was  born 
in  a blizzard.  She  also  designed  the  sign 
outside,  the  counter  signs,  ad  the  discount 
cards." 

"Discount  cards?"  I probed. 

"Yes,  of  course."  He  gave  me  one. 
"Buy  nine  cups  of  coffee  or  tea  and  the 
tenth  one  is  free." 

"Thanks,"  I said. 

"You  can  keep  the  card  here,"  he  of- 
fered, "in  our  recycled  library  card  filebox; 
it’s  alphabetized." 

"Good  idea,"  I admitted.  "Very  con- 


"No.  Economics." 

Tiny  rosemary  "trees"  sit  in  clay  pots, 
on  each  of  the  tables.  I pulled  on  a 
branch.  "This  is  great!"  I exclaimed.  "I 
can  shred  one  of  these,  and  sprinkle  it  on 
my  eggs,  right?" 

"Ha  ha  ha,"  says  David.  "Ha  ha  ha." 

The  details  in  Pour  House  are 
meticulous  and  tasteful.  The  paintings  on 
the  wall  are  images  you  can  look  at. 


without  ruining  your  digestion.  The 
artwork,  by  local  artists,  changes  every 
month. 

A special  blend  of  French  Roast  is 
available,  or  gourmet  tea,  from  the 
Republic  of  Tea.  You  can  drink  Sierra 
Nevada  or  Golden  Bear  beer,  or  choose 
from  a good  wine  selection.  There  are 
scones,  cinnamon  buns,  bagels, 
vegetarian  soups,  three  salads,  six 
sandwiches,  lasagna.  Everything  has  the 
finest  ingredients,  but  nothing  costs  more 
that  $4.95. 

"The  food,"  I asked  david.  "Who 
designed  all  the  food?" 

The  Tapenade  Toast  is  my  creation," 
he  offered. 

I don’t  know  what  "tapenade"  is. 
Embarrassed,  I changed  the  subject. 
"Anything  new  coming  up?" 

"As  it  gets  colder,  we’ll  be  introducing 
more  hot  food,  like  the  Irish  Oatmeal. 
We’ll  also  have  poetry  and  prose  readings, 
from  8 to  9 pm  on  the  first  Tuesday  of 
every  month." 

A woman  walks  in.  David  introduces 
me:  "This  is  Rhonda  Winter.  She  takes 
our  compost  home  every  day,  and  puts  it 
in  her  garden." 

Gosh.  Everybody  here  is  so  nice.  I 
feel  comfortable. 

David  finally  excuses  himself;  he  has 
to  go  to  his  "day  job"  — designing  clothing 
for  children.  "Eat  more  if  you  want,"  he 
offers. 

Another  section  of  the  New  York 
Times  is  suddenly  available.  I grab  it.  The 
morning  sun  is  "pouring"  on  my  back.  I’m 
not  leaving.  Maybe  it’s  time  for  lunch. 

Pour  House  is  located  at  1136  Valen- 
cia. It’s  open  between  7:30  am  and  9:00 
pm,  Monday-Friday,  and  between  9:00 
am  and  9:00  pm,  Saturdays  and  Sundays. 


LEARN 
TO  TEACH 

COMPOSTINC 

* WORKSHOPS  • JOB  TRAINING 

•CERTIFICATION  • COMMUNITY  OUTREACH 

Runs  Feb-May.  Applications  Due  Jan  24.  Call  SLUG  at  285-7584. 

Projta  of  the  San  Francsco  League  of  Urban  Cardeners  and  Ihe  San  Francisco  I 


> Recycling  Program 


PHOTOGRAPHER 

•M**  * 

Joe  Hakim 

415/285-4849 


The  Scarlet  Sage  Herb  Company 

specializing  in  high  quality  organic  & wildcrafied  bulk  herbs 


We  carry  a full  line 

OF  TINCTURES 

Homeopathic 

REMEDIES 

Aromatherapy 


Vitamin  Supplements 
Books 

Flower  Essences 
Body  Care  Products 


3412  22nd  Street 
(at  Guerrero) 

San  Francisco,  CA  94110 


Open  Tuesday  - Sunday 

(415)  821-0997 


A Womtn-Owntd  Businas 


6Es  Lid.  Inmigrante  0 refugiado? 

y 

6Tiene  ud.  ei  VIH  o SIDA? 

6Tiene  pr&guntas  sobre  su  estado 
legal? 

Nuestro  proyecto  no  esta  afectado 
por  la  Proposition  187,  Nosotros 
no  damos  ningun  nombre  al  INS 
(MIGRA).  Nuestros  servicios  son 
confidenciales. 

LLAME: 

Al  Proyecto  para  los 
Inmigrantes  con  HIV 

iAsistencia  legal  gratuita! 
(415)  267-0795 
Lunes  a Jueves 
entre  la  1 :30  y las  4:00  p m. 


Are  you  an  immigrant  or  refugee? 
and 

Do  you  have  HIV  or  AIDS? 

Do  you  have  questions  about  your 
legal  status? 

Our  project  is  not  affected  by 
Proposition  187.  We  are  not  re- 
quired nor  will  we  give  any  names 
to  the  INS.  Our  services  are  con- 
fidential. 

CALL; 

The  Immigrant  HIV 
Assistance  Project 

Free  legai  Assistance1 
(415)  267-0795 
Monday  to  Thursday 
between  1 :30  and  4:00  p.m. 


Pottery  on  the  wheel 
and  hand 
building 
classes 

Low-fire,  raku, 
and  high-fire 
reduction 


• Fees  include  a two- 
hour  weekly  class,  all 
materials,  and  additional  studio  time 

• For  more  information,  call  431-6296 

Next  Series  Or  Classes  Begins  January  2 
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NOCTURNAL 

EVENTS 

by  Hank  Hyena 


"People  started  taking  their  clothes  off," 


TOE  JAM 

If  you  want  to  warm  up  during  these 
cold  January  nights,  go  to  Brady  Street 
Dance  Studio  on  Wednesday  and  Sunday 
and.. .take  off  your  shoes!  It’s  time  to 
dance  at  the  "BAREFOOT  BOOGIE!" 

Brady  Street  Dance  Studio  is  the 
fourth  Mission  location  in  thirteen  years 
for  the  Boogie.  Previous  spots  were  Third 
Wave,  the  Women’s  Building,  and  Foot- 
works. The  concept  is  simple:  you  can 
dance  by  yourself  in  a corner,  or  you  can 
prance  around  wildly,  interacting  with 
everyone. 

You  can  even  fall  on  them  or  grope 
them  with  that  contact-improv  excuse,  as 
long  as  you  Respect  Their  Space! 

Disc  jockey  Gary  Knight  plays  "no  rap, 
little  reggae,  lots  of  mixed  Third  World 
and  American  trance  music."  You  can 
take  your  own  drums  and  percussion  in- 
struments. "There  are  serious  drummers 
going,"  says  Gary.  You  can  also  take  your 
favorite  CD’s  and  tapes;  Gary  will  listen 
to  them,  and  play  them  at  the  following 
Boogie,  if  he  chooses. 

BB  sounds  like  a seething  hotbed  of 
romantic  and  sexual  boogie-woogie. 
"Nine  married  couples  met  here,"  says 
Gary,  "and  hundreds  of  relationships 
started....the  MONK  magazine  guys  met 
here." 

"Priapic  heights"  were  scaled  in  1991, 
vhen  it  spontaneously  turned  into  a 
naked  Boogie"  on  Wednesday  nights. 


says  Gary. 

Nowadays  the  only  bare  necessity  is 
the  feet,  and  seven  dollars.  Dance  time  is 
between  7:30  and  11:30  pm.  For  more 
information,  call  221-2330. 


HOT PANTS 

Perhaps  you’d  rather  sweat  without  all 
that  unnecessary  dancing  around.  You 
prefer  to  perspire  while  listening  to,  or 
watching  erotica.  The  freakier,  the  bet- 
ter. If  this  notion  swells  your  organs,  put 
on  your  trenchcoat  and  go  to  "F**KY, 
SUCKY,  AND  RITUAL  ACTS  OF 
BLOODLETTING,"  a marathon  night  of 
kinky  sex  talk-and-watch. 

Co-producer  Al  Lujan  says  "it’ll  be  a 
multi-media,  multi-lingual,  multi- 
gendered,  co-sexual  event.  5 to  6 hours  of 
oral/visual  stimulation"  The  lineup  in- 
cludes naughty  Mission  nymphet  Ami 
Bomb  (pictured  above),  Heather,  Kris 
Kovick,  Trebor,  Kim  Addonizio,  Sparrow 
13,  Noelle  B,  Ricardo  Bracho,  Eugene 
Rodriguez,  MI  Blue,  Mark  Pritchard,  Jil- 
lian  Moseley,  Horacio  Roque,  and  others. 
Special  guest  stars  might  be  Suzy  Bright, 
Pat  Califia,  or  Dorothy  Allison. 

The  evening  features  sensual  words, 
perverse  performances,  vivid  video,  wick- 
ed film,  and  fornicating  photography.  The 
event  is  co-produced  by  WordF**k 
(there’s  that  funny  word  again!)  and 


Nocturnal  notable  of  the  month.  Ami  Bomb 

AT  A.  It  takes  place  January  13  between  5 
and  11  pm  at  992  Valencia.  For  more  info, 
call  Dewey  at  824-3890. 


SHE’S  CATTY 

Maybe  you  spend  your  nights  at  home, 
wondering  why  your  cat  is  acting  like  a 
demon  from  hell.  Well,  there’s  hope  for 
you.  Cat  behaviorist  Kate  Gamble 
teaches  a three-hour  class  once  a month 
at  the  SPCA.  The  topic?  FELINE  BE- 
HAVIOR. 

Ms.  Gamble’s  sympathies  are  very 
one-sided.  For  example,  she  told  me  that 
"cat  defecation  in  a public  place  is.. .a  cry 
for  help!"  Help  from  what,  you  ask? 
Well,  it  could  be  a medical  problem  (in- 
fected tooth,  yeast  in  the  ear),  or  it  could 
be  stress!  "Cats  don’t  like  changes  in  their 
territory,"  says  Ms.  Gamble.  "New  babies, 
relationships,  pets,  furniture. ..new  litter, 
new  food.  The  cat  feels  confused,  and  is 
impelled  to  mark  its  territory,  through 
defecation,  urination,  or  scratching." 

Worse  than  this,  for  the  cat,  is  the  fact 
that  "stress  can  lead  right  into  a roaring 
urinary  tract  infection."  (Gosh,  they’re  al- 
most human!)  "Crystals  can  block  the 
tract...  unable  to  urinate,  the  cat  avoids 
the  litter  box,  because  it  associates  it  with 
failure." 

At  this  point  I was  weeping. 

Ms.  Gamble  is  a total  Catwoman.  She 
knows  it  all.  She  can  teach  it  to  you  for 
only  ten  dollars  (five  dollars  if  you 
adopted  your  cat  from  the  SPCA;  other 
discounts  also  available!)  She  also  has 
three  videos  for  sale,  with  purrfect  titles 
like,  "What  Make  Tabby  Tick."  All 
proceeds  go  to  the  SPCA.  To  enroll  in  the 
workshop,  call  665-5559.  For  emergency 
feline  advice,  dial  564-5555. 

GET  A LIFE 

Maybe  your  cat’s  not  stressed  out,  but 
you  are.  You  hate  your  job,  you  don’t 


Photo  by  Peter  Da  Silva 

know  what  to  do  with  your  life.  Perhaps 
you  feel  "besieged  by  a plethora  of  options 
and  a deficit  of  concrete  opportunities," 
says  counselor  Carol  Lloyd.  "You  find 
yourself  paralyzed,  unable  to  make  long- 
term career  plans." 

Before  you  freak  out,  and  run  around 
like  a feline,  defecating  in  inappropriate 
places,  you  ought  to  look  into  her  seminar, 
entitled:  "A  LIFE  WORTH  LIVING." 
Designed  specifically  for  artists  and  the 
"creatively-inclined,"  the  workshop  will 
give  you  "a  clearer  understanding  of  your 
lifetime  goals,  a detailed  plan  for  the  next 
three  to  nine  months,  invaluable  techni- 
ques for  creating  your  own  business,"  and 
much,  much  more. 

To  find  out  more,  call  Carol  Lloyd  at 
252-7643. 

Better  than  a urinary  tract  infection, 
doncha  think? 


CLEAR YOUR 
THROAT 

Maybe  you  know  what  you  want.  You 
seek  a frenzied  audience,  panting,  foam- 
ing, driven  wild  by  the  savage  words  you 
scream  and  hiss  into  the  microphone.  If 
this  is  the  bliss  you  crave,  your  path  should 
lead  you  to  "SPEAK  UP  - THE  SPOKEN 
WORDSHOP." 

The  instructors  are  Poetry  Slam 
producer  Gary  Glazner,  Slam  champ 
Beth  Lissick  (aka  "Monkey  Girl"),  erotica 
writer/curator  MI  Blue,  and  monologuist 
Hank  Hyena.  They  promise  to  teach  their 
students  "how  to  shout  with  or  without 
spittle,  how  to  focus  on  petty  obsessions, 
and  inflict  them  on  others...  fifty  clever 
ways  to  test  a microphone...  and  the  three 
magic  words  guaranteed  to  get  applause." 

The  Spoken  Wordshop  runs  eight 
weeks,  followed  by  a class  presentation. 
For  further  details  regarding  time,  price, 
and  location,  call  703-0591. 
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THE  BOOK  OF  JABBO:  NOT 

SQUEAMISH 

LOCAL  ART  DUDE  MONDO  JUD  HART  GONZOS 


FOR  THE 

OUT  IN  HARD  COPY 


by  Amy  Ryan 

Like  it  or  not,  Mondo  Jud  Hart’s 
Book  of  Jabbo,  Revelations  in  six  Lan- 
guages is  a work  not  to  be  ignored.  It  is 
not  your  typical  book  to  be  sure,  as  Hart 
distorts  and  contorts  traditional  imagery 
to  create  a modern  apocalypse.  With 
Hart’s  perpetually-smiling  Jabbo,  the  ul- 
timate black  stereotype  as  our  guide,  we 
are  led  on  a journey  that  Hart  describes 
as  "truly  African.. .a  fantasy  shaped  by  the 
author’s  fertile  imagination." 

It  delves  beyond  post-modernism, 
cuts  through  elements  of  deconstruction 
prose  to  bring  the  reader  face  to  face  with 
a chaos  only  to  be  appreciated  when  the 
very  idea  of  what  a book  "should"  be  is 
tossed  aside.  Once  we’ve  sloughed  off 
these  constrictions,  however,  the  book  is 
still  a difficult  read— but  since  when  were 
the  Revelations  easy  to  take  anyway. 

A master  of  collage,  Mondo  Jud  Hart 
assembles  various  photographs,  charac- 
ters and  other  visual  images  to  create  pic- 
tures that  startle  the  viewer  out  of  a state 
of  mistaken  calm  or  ignorant  indifference. 
Whether  it’s  an  Eve-like  figure  basking  in 
a futuristic  Garden  of  Eden-  oblivious  to 
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the  plane  plummeting  to  sure  demise  in 
the  distance,  or  a "normal  erection"  in- 
serted into  a tanker  shooting  out  not 
semen,  but  a rocket-Mondo  Jud  Hart’s 
pages  resound  with  an  energy  that  makes 
the  stomach  turn  and  the  head  hurt. 

The  reader  is  forced  into  Hart’s  vision 


through  these  intriguing  groupings,  and 
while  sometimes  scary,  no  one  I’ve  shown 
the  book  has  been  able  to  look  at  just  one 
page.  No  matter  how  nightmarish  the  im- 
agery, we  are  compelled  to  go  on. 

Interspersed  between  images  are  the 
other  languages-written  declarations 


and  news-  like  clippings  accompany  col- 
lage. Traditional  biblical  passages  (rarely 
in  English)  line  the  left  pages  and  jux- 
tapose Hart’s  black  and  white  pictorials. 
Sometimes  pieced  together  like  a 
kidnapper’s  ransom  note  or  rhymed  in  a 
hip  hop  style.  Hart’s  words  further  lead 
the  reader  through  the  vision  of  destruc- 
tion and  decay.  Occasionally,  we  are  of- 
fered a glimmer  of  hope,  but  we  are  by  no 
means  let  off  the  hook.  Instead,  Hart 
reminds  us  that  "our  world  has  been  so 
profoundly  injured  that  sometimes  there 
is  no  way  out  but  to  forgive."  The  Book  of 
Jabbo’s  aim  is  not  to  reassure,  but  to  offer 
the  reader  a format  in  which  to  examine 
the  mess  the  world  is  in  today.  Do  not 
expect  to  be  coddled  and  comforted,  but 
violendy  urged  into  reexamining  our  part 
in  it  all.  The  Book  of  Jabbo  won’t  be  a 
staple  in  the  Christian  Coalition’s  library, 
but  the  other-minded  best  check  it  out. 

Mondo  Jud  Hart’s  The  Book  of  Jabbo, 
Revelations  in  6 Languages  is  available  at 
local  Modern  Times  Bookstore  888 
Valencia  St.  You  can  also  e-mail  MJH  at 
at  cipher@well.com  or  check  out  web 
site:  httpp//www.coolbooks7~  outpost/ 
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San  Francisco 
Auto  Repair 
Center 

FOREIGN  & 

DOMESTIC 
AUTO  REPAIRS 


vs, 

^ foods 

1038  Valencia  Street 

(bet.  21st  & 22nd  Sts.) 


Books  And  Toys  For  Grown-ups 

A clean,  well-lighted  place  for  women  and  men 
(and  parents!)  to  shop  for  sex  toys,  books  and 
videos.  From  enlightening  advice,  to  electrifying 
erotica,  you'll  find  it  at 

GOOD  VIBRATIONS 

1210  Valencia  (between  23rd  and  24th  Streets) 
Open  ever y da ly  II  a.m.  - 7 p.m.,  97 4-8980 


OPEN  7 DAYS 
A WEEK 


Dependable  work— 

A Community-Oriented  People's  Garage 
Men  & Women  Mechanics 
Free  Shuttle  Service  to  BART  & Downtown 
Basic  Auto  Repair  Classes 
“Do-it-yourself"  Membership  Available 

611  FLORIDA  STREET  (Near  18th  St)  • S.F.,  CA  94110 

285-8588 


OFFICIAL  CALI 
SMOG  STATION 


$10 

OFF 

SMOG 

INSPECTION 


FREE  BRAKE 
& SAFETY 
INSPECTION. 

($22  VALUE) 


$10 

OFF 

OIL 

CHANGE 


vanza  N/r4 


USED  BOOKS 

AND  RECORDS 

BUY  OR  TRADE 

Old  Photos,  Ephemera, 
Postcards,  Vintage  Pulp, 
Sheet  Music,  Comics  & 
Underground  Comix 

Hours:  Noon  to  9:00  pm  Daily 
Wayne  Holder 

3686  ZO*  Street  (at  Guertero) 

San  Francisco.  CA  941 10  (415)  648  0957 


bicycles  by 

SPECIALIZED  schwinn 

NISH  HU 

TREK.usa 

Huge  Selection  of  Parts,  Accessories  & Clothing 
EXPERT  & FAST  REPAIRS 
ALL  MAKES  & MODELS 

VMfNC/A  CYClffiY  HOURS:  10-6  MON  - SAT 

1077  Valencia  (Between  21st  & 22nd)  550-6600  io . 4 Sunday 
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PANCHO  VILLA:  THE  GALLERY 

TAQUERIA  EXCELS  IN  EATS  AND  ARTS 


by  Rafer  Guzman 

One  of  San  Francisco’s  most  ad- 
venturous art  spaces  resides  in  a brick- 
front  building  with  expansive  glass 
windows.  A doorman  greets  the  patrons 
with  a smile  and  a nod.  Inside,  dozens  of 
photographs  hang  on  the  high  walls:  bold 
abstract  designs,  seductive  nudes,  avant- 
garde  interpretations  of  modern  life.  Yet 
the  patrons  are  not  standing  before  these 
works  of  art  wearing  thoughtful  expres- 
sions. They  are  sitting  at  modest  wooden 
tables,  chowing  down  on  hearty  plates  of 
Mexican  food. 

The  gallery  is  Taqueria  Pancho  Villa, 
a low-budget  favorite  of  the  working-class 
Latinos  and  college-educated  Bohemians 
that  populate  the  Mission  District. 
Specializing  in  economically- priced, 
giant-sized  burritos  and  tacos,  it’s  much 
like  the  numerous  other  quick-stop 
Mexican  eateries  in  the  neighborhood, 
with  one  major  difference:  it’s  now  also  a 
popular  art  gallery  showcasing  local 
talent.  In  December,  Pancho  Villa  spon- 
sored a color  photography  exhibition,  of- 
fering cash  prizes  to  three  winners 
selected  by  local  artist  Ruben  Guzman. 

New  York-born  sculptor  and  painter 
Rob  Trains  produces  the  exhibitions  at 
Pancho  Villa,  which  rotate  monthly.  In  the 
days  when  Cafe  Picaro  was  still  a low-key 
coffee  house  with  bookshelves  and  mis- 
matched furniture,  Trains  hung  his  and 
others’  art  work  on  its  walls.  When 
Picaro’s  owners  turned  the  cafe  into  a 
popular  tapas  restaurant,  there  was  no 
room  for  experimental  art  on  the  Spanish- 
themed  walls,  and  Trains  sought  another 
venue.  In  September  of  last  year,  he  con- 
vinced Pancho  Villa  owner  Gary 
Espinoza  to  let  him  curate  art  shows 
there. 

"It’s  very  difficult  to  get  your  work  into 
a commercial  gallery,"  laments  Trains. 
"There  are  so  many  artists  living  here. 


Even  if  you  do  get  shown  at  a big  gallery, 
you  may  not  be  financially  successful,  and 
it  won’t  necessarily  make  your  work  better 
known."  While  the  galleries  surrounding 
San  Francisco’s  new  MOMA  report  an 
increase  in  business,  they  certainly  cannot 
compete  with  the  traffic  at  Pancho  Villa, 
where  lines  form  to  the  door  at  all  hours 
of  the  day  and  night.  Though  Trains  can- 
not guarantee  sales,  he  tells  artists,  "I  can 
guarantee  you  that  thirty  thousand  people 
will  see  your  work." 

One  of  Trains’  first  projects  at  Pancho 
Villa  was  this  summer’s  painting  exhibi- 
tion, which  also  offered  awards  to  the  ar- 
tists. Trains  put  up  the  money  himself  — 
$100  for  first  prize,  $75  for  second,  and 
$50  for  third  — and  charged  artists  a six- 
dollar  entrance  fee,  which  just  covered 
the  expense.  The  idea  was  so  successful 
that  Espinoza  sponsored  the  photography 
exhibition  with  the  restaurant’s  money, 
raising  first  prize  to  $200  and  second  prize 
to  $100.  All  participants  receive  a free 
dinner  and  a Pancho  Villa  t-shirt. 

Because  Trains  considers  Pancho 
Villa  an  open  forum  for  all  artists,  he 
refuses  to  call  the  exhibitions  "contests," 
or  the  participants  "contestants."  He 
speaks  with  displeasure  of  the  high-pres- 
sure, elitist  world  of  commercial  art  gal- 
leries, and  wants  Pancho  Villa  to  offer  a 
welcoming  atmosphere  for  new  talent. 
"You  don’t  have  to  ’submit,’"  he  stresses. 
"Just  call  me  up,  put  in  the  effort  and  the 
energy  and  I’ll  get  your  work  shown.  I hate 
the  words  ’accepted’and  ’rejected.’" 

Espinoza’s  ten  year-old  business 
receives  high  praise  in  this  month’s  issue 
of  gourmet  bible  Bon  Appetit  as  "Mexican 
food  at  its  short-order  best,"  but  the  owner 
agrees  with  Trains  that  Pancho  Villa  is  a 
restaurant  of  the  people. 

Even  before  the  art  went  up,  Espinoza 
encouraged  traditional  norteno  bands  to 
come  in  and  play  for  the  diners.  "It’s  an 
informal  situation,"  notes  Espinoza,  "a 
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You’ve  never  really  tried  Mexican  Food  until  you’ve  been  to: 

PUERTO  ALEGRE  RESTAURANT  No.  1 

NOW  SERVING  THE 

BEST  MARGARITAS 

IN  THE  BAY  AREA 


546  VALENCIA  ST. 


255-8201 


RAINBOW 

GROCERY 

I NCOBPO»Al  l0l 

I 1 

1899  MISSION  ST.  (AT15TH) 
SAN  FRANCISCO.  CA  94103 


OUTSTANDING 
SELECTION  OF 
ORGANICALLY 
GROWN  FRUITS 
AND 

VEGETABLES 

AT 

AFFORDABLE 

PRICES 


M9CXKJNTS 
ON  MOST  CASE 
BULK  ITEM  PUROI 

jnrr  TW. 

store  hours  monAat  9fX)  - 8:30 
sun.  1 ftOO  - 8:  30 

phone  (415)  863-0620 


Villistas  Rob  Trains  and  Gary  Espinoza.  Photo  by  Najib  Joe  Hakim 


very  relaxed  atmosphere."  He  gestures  at 
the  lunch  crowd:  Mexican  families, 

green-  haired  punk  rockers,  construction 
workers  in  orange  vests.  "It’s  a melting  pot 
here,  a big  mixture  of  everything." 

Scott  Harrison,  photographer  and 
owner  of  the  nearby  Abandoned  Planet 
bookstore,  recendy  hung  his  pictures  of 
Mexico  City  in  his  store,  catching  the  eye 
of  Trains.  Trains  asked  Harrison  to  par- 
ticipate  in  the  Pancho  Villa  exhibit,  and 
now  a selection  of  his  works  hang  on  the 
back  wall  of  the  taqueria,  just  to  the  left  of 
the  cashier.  Harrison,  who  has  also  shown 


artists’  work  in  his  store,  appreciates  the 
recognition.  "If  people  don’t  have  a place 
to  be  seen  and  get  some  sort  of  feedback, 
it  can  be  devastating,"  he  says.  "Any  kind 
of  exposure  is  terrific.  And  when  you  have 
venues  that  aren’t  galleries  trying  to  turn 
a profit,  you  can  get  a lot  of  fresh  stuff." 

"It’s  not  just  art,"  maintains  Espinoza. 
"It’s  music,  culture,  food.  You  can  eat,  see, 
hear.  It’s  a whole  atmosphere." 

Editors  Note:  Awardees  of  the  photo 
exhibidon  prizes  were:  Lois  Tryk  ,1st 
place;  Steven  Knoll , 2nd  place  and  Jack 
Salvador,  3rd  place. 


BELLY  DANCINC  NICHTLY  au E-SAT) 

MALE  BEUY  PANGING  EVERY  SATURDAY  NIGHT! 


Lunch  11-3,  Happy  Hour  3-6,  Dinner  6-1 2 

811  VALENCIA  ST,  SF,  CA  94110  (415)  821-9747 
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CHIROPRACTIC 

NOTEBOOK 

By:  Dr.  Ross  Williams 


A QUESTION 
OF  BALANCE 

Why  does  one  person  get  ill  when  the 
person  next  to  them  does  not?  What  dif- 
ference is  there  between  two  people,  that 
one  gets  sick  (dis-eased)  while  the  other 
does  not?  Why? 

Is  health  merely  feeling  good?  What 
of  the  person  that  is  "feeling  good"  one 
day,  and  then  has  a heart  attack  or  gets 
cancer  the  next?  Was  that  person  healthy 
one  day  then  sick  the  next?  If  you  get  a 
cold,  a headache,  neck  or  back  pain  or 
some  other  condition  today,  were  you 
really  healthy  yesterday?  Of  course  not! 
Health  is  much  more  then  how  we  feel  at 
the  moment,  it  is  a state  of  physical, 
chemical  and  emotional  balance. 

Stress  threatens  our  balance  --  the 
stress  of  bad  weather,  bacteria,  virus,  pol- 
len, molds,  fungj,  pollution,  chemicals, 
junk  food,  cuts  and  bruises,  work,  the 
news,  overdue  bills  and  the  in-laws.  We 
must  adapt  to  them  all.  If  we  did  not  a 
summers  day  would  boil  our  brains,  every 
breath  we  take  would  bring  massive  infec- 
tions and  tumors  would  overwhelm  us.  A 
small  cut  would  drain  our  blood. 

Thankfully,  we  do  adapt  to  life’s  stres- 
ses because  we  have  mechanisms  built  in 
for  the  purpose.  They  are  as  simple  as 
shivering  and  sweating  to  control 
temperature,  and  as  complicated  as  our 
elaborate  immune  system  engulfing  a pre- 
cancerous  cell,  or  bacterium.  Our  bodies 
adapt  to  stress  with  dramatic  adrenaline 
rushes  when  confronting  danger  and  un- 
gracefully with  a gag  when  choking.  All 
saying  the  same  thing:  "Survive!  Adapt  to 
the  stress.  Survive  and  be  healthy." 
Viewed  in  this  way  it’s  clear  that 
symptoms  such  as  fevers,  chills,  vomiting, 
fatigue,  sneezing,  pain,  anxiety  and  others 
--  although  unpleasant  — aren’t  bad.  They 
are  simply  signs  the  body  is  struggling  to 
regain  balance.  Nobel  winner  Rene 
Dubos  said,  "Good  health  is  a process  of 
continuous  adaption  to  the  myriad 
microbes,  irritants,  pressures  and 
problems  which  daily  challenge  us." 

How  do  we  cope?  Every  second  mil- 
lions of  chemicals  are  being  balanced, 
millions  of  cells  are  dying  and  millions 
more  being  born.  Billions  of  nerves  are 
firing  messages  every  second.  Lunch  is 
being  converted  into  new  skin,  muscle, 
heart,  bone,  liver,  and  lung  cells.  Every- 
thing is  being  monitored  and  balanced 
while  we  are  going  about  our  lives  mostly 
unaware  of  it  all.  A wondrous  intelligence 


organizes  this  overwhelming  complexity. 
There  is  a kind  of  super-intelligence  in 
each  of  us,  infinitely  smarter  and  pos- 
sessed of  technical  knowledge  far  beyond 
our  present  understanding,"  according  to 
Lewis  Thomas,  M.D.  "Intelligence  is 
present  everywhere  in  our  bodies.. .our 
own  inner  intelligence  is  far  superior  to 
any  we  can  try  to  substitute  from  the  out- 
side," according  Deepak  Chopra,  M.D. 

How  does  a non-physical  quality  such 
as  intelligence  effect  our  bodies?  Does 
our  mind  knock  an  electron  from  the 
brain  to  somehow  generate  a nerve  im- 
pulse to  travel  down  a nerve?  If  so,  how 
does  the  thought  first  move  the  electron, 
converting  thought  to  action?  In  other 
words  how  does  our  innate  intelligence 
touch  our  physical  bodies?  We  don’t 
know.  It  lies  somewhere  between  our 
DNA  - our  genetic  "blueprint"  --  organiz- 
ing the  microscopic  world  of  the  cell  and 
the  macroscopic  world  of  our  entire  body 
of  thousands  of  billions  of  cells.  It 
remains  a mystery. 

But  mysteries  have  clues.  Chiroprac- 
tic "detectives"  recognize  a part  of  the 
body  that  is  particularly  intimate  with  our 
Innate  Intelligence  --  the  central  nervous 
system.  The  brain,  spinal  cord,  and  bil- 
lions of  nerve  fibers  that  emerge  from 
them.  The  nervous  system  controls,  coor- 
dinates, and  organizes  billions  of  parts  to 
create  a whole  living,  adapting,  healthy 
being.  This  connection  is  vital.  True 
health,  adaption,  balance  and  harmony 
can  emerge  only  when  our  innate  intel- 
ligence can  communicate  with  our  body 
without  interference  or  static.  A com- 
plete break  in  that  communication  results 
in  immediate  death,  a partial  break  results 
in  general  deterioration  of  health  --  or 
dis-ease  wherein  we  are  less  alive  and  less 
able  to  cope  with  life’s  stresses. 

A partial  break  or  interference  to  our 
innate  link  is  commonly  known  as  the  ver- 
tebral subluxation  (VSC)  aka  spinal  nerve 
stress.  This  is  what  chiropractors  look  for 
in  the  spine  and  work  to  remove  when 
found.  The  mysterious  breakdowns  in 
the  body’s  intelligence. ..may  be  traceable 
to  a single  distortion  - a wrong  detour," 
says  Deepak  Chopra,  M.D. 

Thomas  E.  Edison  said  it  best:  The 
doctor  of  the  future  will  give  no  medicine, 
but  will  interespt  his(her)  patients  in  the 
care  of  the  human  frame,  in  diet  and  in  the 
cause  and  prevention  of  disease." 

Please  send  your  questions  and  com- 
ments to  Dr.  Williams  care  of  the  editor 
or  directly  at  826-1000  or  email: 
rossdc@aol.com 


$2.00  well  drinks 
$2.50  pints 
$8.00  pitchers 


3160  16th  street. 
415.861.259! 


POOL  TABLES  .50  CENTS 

pool  tournament  Wednesdays  <D  7:30. 


live  music  on  : 

Saturday  & Sunday  nights  \ 


IT’S  FIJN.  IT’S  EASY. 

IT  FEEDS  THE  EARTH. 

For  da'  scoop  on  worm-composting  in  a Worm  Box. 
backyard  composting  in  a Compost  Bin, 
low-budget  composting  with  sawdust  and  a bucket, 
call  or  visit: 

SLUG  @ 285-SLUG 


or 

Yahoo!  @ 282-WORM 

968  Valencia  @ 21st. 


This  Year 

Make  a New  Year’s  Resolution 
You  Can  Keep: 

(and  grow  vibrant  plants  in!) 

COMPOST! 


Y ACHIGUS  A-R  YU  JUTSU 

ADCI-JUTSU  JUJUTSU 
KYUSHO-JUTSU  KARATE 
487-1906 


CLASSES 

CHILDREN 
4 1/2  YEARS 
OLD  AND  OVER. 

FOR  ADULTS. 
AND  IN  THE  USE  OF 
TRADITIONAL 
JAPANESE  AND 
OKINAWAN 
WEAPONS 


TECHNIQUES  USING 
THE  HUMAN  BODY 
AS  A WEAPON  IN 
UNARMED  COMBAT. 


1928  MISSION  STREET,  S.F.,  CA  94103 


DISCIPLINE 

RESPECT 

ACCOMPLISHMENT 
SELF  ESTEEM 
SELF  CONTROL 


CORNER  OF  MISSION  AT  15TH.  STREET 


Our  Faculty  Make  the  Difference! 


City  ( .allege  of  San  Franasto  faculty  an, I itudenl  leaden  elected  by  their  colleague*  left  to  right.  Anna  Quail  Wong.  President 
ol  Academic  Senate.  Michelle  Henry.  President.  Associated  Students,  and  Torn  Blair.  Vice-President  of  Academic  Senate. 


1 he  drive  for  student  success  defines  the  distinguished  faculty  at  City 
' ® e|e  of  San  Franc'sco,  one  of  the  largest  community  colleges  in  the  nation. 
Whether  you  would  like  to  learn  new  skills,  upgrade  existing  ones,  or  begin 
your  bachelor  s degree  at  our  60-year-old  college,  the  CCSF  faculty  is  ready 
to  serve  your  educational  needs. 

Our  teachers  include  numerous  business  professionals  with  the  experi- 
ence ol  real  world  success.  Most  hold  master’s  degrees  and  some  150  have 
achieved  doctorate  degrees.  Moreover,  our  outstanding  counselors  are  ready 
to  help  you  make  the  right  course  choice. 

Yet,  even  with  all  this  teaching  excellence,  our  classes  are  the  best  educa- 
tional value,  all  credit  courses  are  just  $13  per  unit  for  all  California  residents 
including  those  who  hold  bachelor's  degree  or  higher,  non-credit  courses  are  free. 

You  can  choose  from  thousands  of  day  and  evening  courses  offered  at 
more  than  100  neighborhood  locations  throughout  San  Francisco.  If  you  have 
the  drive,  we  have  the  faculty  for  success. 

Spring  Semester  begins  January  18,  1996.  Apply  now  for  admission. 


City  College  of  San  Francisco 

50  Phelan  Avenue,  San  Francisco,  CA  94112 

24-hour  © 415.  239.3285 


COLLEGE 

Of  UN  fUN(IS(0 


Access  class  schedule  on  the  Internet  at  http://hills.ccsf.cc.ca.us:9878/ 
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I WONT  EAT  THE  BLUES 


by  Jacqueline  Elizabeth  Letalien 

.Alnother  new  year  has  begun.  I 
used  to  make  resolutions  at  this  time  of 
year.  I would  give  up  candy,  give  up 
cigarettes,  give  up  this,  give  up  that  --  just 
give  up.  Then  I stopped.  It  is  not  in  my 
nature  to  give  up.  Oh,  sometimes  I get 
real  quiet  seeming  like  I have  given  up,  but 
I do  not;  I just  wait,  bide  my  time,  refine 
my  intention,  and  resurface  later  on.  I 
also  am  not  into  the  concept  that  depriva- 
tion is  good  for  me.  This  tricky  mentality, 
used  by  those  who  have  way  more  than 
even  they  want,  keeps  the  rest  of  us  suffer- 
ing with  way  too  little  than  we  need,  quiet- 
ly of  course.  I have  never  heard  of  anyone 
making  a new  year’s  resolution  to  give  up 
a yacht  or  a villa  on  the  Riviera. 

The  earth  is  bountiful  in  her  resources. 
There  is  more  than  plenty  to  meet  the 
needs  and  wishes  of  all  the  world’s 
peoples.  The  virtue  of  deprivation  is 
promoted  to  justify  the  greed  of  the  few. 
As  a result  thousands  of  people  starve  to 
death  every  day  from  lack  of  equitable 
resources  distribution.  Thousands  of 
people  die  from  lack  of  adequate 
medicine.  Thousands  of  people  die  in 
wars  of  greed  from  lack  of  response-able 
integrity.  These  occur  every  single  day. 
Learning  to  give  up  ultimately  costs, 
deprives,  us  our  lives.  We  learn  to  suffer 
the  insufferable,  bear  the  unbearable  and 
tolerate  the  intolerable. 

Jeez,  this  seems  a lot  to  put  on  making 
a resolution  to  give  up  eating  so  many 
M&M  candies  (I  admit  I could  very  easily 
give  up  the  new  blue  ones).  Well  I sup- 
pose if  I spend  a considerable  portion  of 
my  paycheck  to  buy  M&M  candies,  it  is 


worth  a review.  More  often  such  items 
are  a source  of  comfort,  even  pleasure. 
Comfort  is  a legitimate  need  and  pleasure 
is  a worthy  pursuit.  Deprivation  is  one 
small  step  toward  learning  to  live  without, 
not  the  M&M,  but  the  comfort  and 
pleasure.  While  promoting  deprivation 
resolutions,  never  is  there  a suggestion  to 
change  to  another  source  of  pleasurable 
comfort,  comfortable  pleasure.  The 
focus  is  on  the  bad  of  the  candy  not  the 
good  of  comfort  and  pleasure.  So  every- 
thing is  lost:  the  candy,  the  comfort,  the 
pleasure. 

The  flipside  of  pasttime  is  also  the  rule 
that  I should  eat  everything  on  my  plate 
because  it  is  not  good  to  waste  food  while 
somebody  is  starving  in  the  world.  I 
learned  to  eat  way  more  than  I need  so  as 
not  to  waste  food  that  isn’t  going  to  wind 
up  on  any  other  plate.  This  taught  me  to 
justify  my  overindulgence  as  a response  to 
someone  else’s  deprivation.  New  Year’s 
resolutions  give  me  the  idea  that  somehow 
I bring  balance  into  the  world  by  depriving 
my  self  of  M&M  candies  because  some- 
one else  is  deprived  of  wheat  or  rice.  It 
sets  up  an  accepted  coexistence  of  greed 
and  deprivation  rather  than  questioning 
why  it  is  that  anyone  goes  without. 

At  this  time  of  the  year  I review  all  that 
has  occurred,  sort  and  weed  out  all  that  is 
outdated,  let  go  of  that  which  does  not 
serve  the  purpose  of  my  life.  It  is  a time 
for  me  to  dream  the  dreams  that  heal,  the 
ones  that  imagine,  the  ones  that  guide.  It 
is  also  a time  of  the  year  when  I light  the 
candles  and  express  my  prayers.  I wel- 
come the  returning  light  as  I pray  for  il- 
lumination. 

I pray  for  a human  world  in  which  we 


Want  Affordable 
Health  Care 
Close  to  Home? 

St.  Luke's  Neighborhood  Clinic 

meets  all  of  your  healthcare  needs.  Along  with 
affordable  rates  and  group  fees,  these  are  some  of  the 
special  services  available  to  you: 

• High-Quality  Primary  and  Specialty  Care 

• Specialized  Pediatric  Care 

• Employment  and  Sports  Physicals 

• Low-cost  Laboratory  and  X-Ray  Services 

• Drop-in  and  Same  Day  Appointments  Available 

• Medi-Cal  and  Medicare  Welcome 

• Low-Cost  Sliding  Scale  Fees 

Start  your  New  Year  off  right  and 
come  in  for  your1996  Annual  Physical! 

For  Appointments  or  More  Information, 

Call:  (415)641-6500 

St.  Luke's  Neighborhood  Clinic  • Monteagle  Medical  Building 
1580  Valencia  Street,  3rd  Floor  • San  Francisco,  CA  94110  • (415)  641-6500 


all  eat  what  we  need  and  want  to  eat.  I 
pray  for  comfort,  pleasure,  self-realiza- 
tion. I dream  of  peoples  who  are  compas- 
sionate, communal,  and  respectful.  I 
dream  of  a life  in  which  we  pursue  happi- 
ness and  attain  it  knowing  this  is  possible 
without  anyone  else  having  to  give  up.  I 
pray  for  the  courage,  insight  and  love  that 
will  sustain  me  in  my  work.  I pray  for  a 
healing  of  the  earth  and  her  creatures.  I 
dream  of  a world  that  is  round,  whole,  and 


inclusive.  I dream  of  a time  when  we  all 
will  sing  and  dance  and  gather  as  peoples 
who  respect,  understand,  and  love  each 
other. 

I make  only  one  resolution  for  the  rest 
of  my  life  which  is  to  imagine,  create, 
manifest  these  dreams  and  prayers.  I will 
work  until  my  last  breath  to  keep  this 
resolution.  I will  continue  to  eat  M&M 
candies,  except  for  the  blue  ones. 
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31 ZO  16th3+ 

431-4061 
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open  Honidij  tkru  SdMdy  LUNCH 

11  - 3:30  pm 

DINNER 
5-11  pm 
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MARTIN  LUTHER 

KING 
DAY 

CELEBRATION 

SPECIAL  SHOW 
SUNDAY  JANUARY  14 


ESTA  NOCHE 


13079  SIXTEENTH  STREET  (416)  861-6767 

BETWEEN  MISSION  * VALENCIA 


OFFICE 

SUPPORT 

SERVICES 


the 

ELl/ES 

Your  Magic  office  in  San  Francisco! 


For  all  your  communication  needs! 

( English  & Spanish  ) 

□ SECRETARIAL 

□ WORD  PROCESSING 

□ TYPESETTING 

□ TRANSLATIONS 

□ RESUMES 

□ FAX 

□ NOTARY  PUBLIC 


3362  - 24th  Street 
San  Francisco,  California 

(415)  824-4418 
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TUESDAY,  JANUARY  2 

Farewell  Paws  - Dr.  Betty  Carmack 
will  moderate  a free  pet  loss  support 
group  for  grieving  pet  owners.  7:30PM, 
SFSPCA,  2500  16th  St.,  Free,  554-3050. 


FRIDAY,  JANUARY  5 

TNT  Casserole  - Rent  is  Theft  Tour, 
with  Food  Not  Bombs  founder  Keith 
Mchenry  who  will  talk  about  the  groups 
opposition  to  attacks  on  the  homeless, 
how  tos.  7PM,  ATA,  992  Valencia  St., 
Free,  386-9209. 

Art!!  - Reception  to  celebrate  open- 
ing of  two  new  installations  exploring 
identity,  3045  by  Charles  Goldman  and 
Betty  Ramirez  was  Here  by  Carolyn  Cas- 
tano,  trace  the  footsteps  of  formulating 
identity.  6PM,  Southern  Exposure, 
Project  Artaud,  401  Alabama  St.,  $2, 863- 
2141. 

Women’s  Climbing  Clinic  - Elaine 
Lee’s  Visualization  and  Climbing  Clinic 
focuses  on  preparation  before  the  climb 
and  concentration  between  moves.  Mis- 
sion Cliffs  2295  Harrison  Street,  7-9  pm, 
$10.  550-0524 


SATURDAY,  JANUARY  6 

But  is  it  Really  Worth  it?  - Preview 
this  guy,  Erik  Ehns,  Wieland,  and  get  $1; 
directed  by  Tony  Kelly,  featuring  Rod 
Gnapp,  Kelvin  Han  Yee,  and  others;  real- 
ly, theyll  give  you  a buck  to  see  it,  weird, 
huh.  8PM,  Theater  Artaud,  450  Florida 
St.,  -SI,  863-2141. 

Crime  Feeds  - Food  not  Bombs  ac- 
tivists face  civil  contempt  charges  for 
giving  food  to  the  homeless,  join  the  inter- 
national protest  against  corporate/state 
attacks  on  the  homeless  and  their  sup- 
porters. Noon,  Mission  and  16th.  St.s, 
Free,  985-7087. 

Pipe  Up  - Concert  of  vocal  and  organ 
music  by  Roz  Barak  and  Charles  Rus, 
performing  works  by  Altman,  Steinberg, 
Schumann,  Ravel,  and  Alter.  5PM  The 
Episcopal  Church  of  Saint  John  the  Evan- 
gelist, 1661 15th  St.,  Free,  861-1436 


TUESDAY,  JANUARY  9 

-dwF!^  Food  - Complimentary  food. 
7PM  Oh  yeah,  poetry  by  Larry  Griswold 
and  Marshall  Werner,  open  mike  follows. 

oL^CView’  3300  Mission  St.,  Free,  333- 
3494. 


WEDNESDAY,  JANUARY  10 

The  Hungry  Tree  - Nightletter 
I heater  presents  a multi-disciplinary  per- 
formance of  Grimms  hauntingly  violent 
and  strangely  compelling  fairy  tale  The 
Junior  Tret r;  masks,  puppets,  sound,  film, 
wordless  live  performance,  and  an 
animated  set,  Wowzer.  8PM,  Intersec- 
tion for  the  Arts,  446  Valencia  St,  $12- 
$15,  Thur.  - Sun.  Thru  Jan.  27, 626- ARTS. 

Mr.Cool  - Conrad  Anker’s  ice  climb- 
ing primer  on  how  to  prepare  for  an  ice 
climb,  including  equipment  needed  and 
sugestions  for  places  to  go.  Mission  Cliffs 
2295  Harrison  St,  7-9  pm,  $10.  550-0524 

FRIDAY,  JANUARY  12 

Nigerian  Dictators  Suck  - Stop 
repression  in  Nigeria,  the  Fight  for  politi- 
co1 rights,  self-determination,  and  protec- 
uon  ot  the  environment  continues,  Tunde 
Okorodudu  speaks-president  of  relevant 
acronym.  8PM,  The  Socialist  Action 


Bookstore,  3425  Cesar  Chavez  St,  $3 
don,  821-0458. 


SATURDAY,  JANUARY  13 

The  New  School  - Annunciation 
Cathedral  School  will  open  in  September, 
1996,  with  the  first  kindergarten  class 
designed  to  kindle  imagination,  sense  of 
wonder,  and  joy  ot  learning  in  tikes, 
revolutionary,  informational  meeting. 
10:30AM,  Annunciation  Cathedral 
School,  245  Valencia  St,  Free,  861-0057. 

Get  Suffed  - Opening  reception  for 
"Taxadermic  Head",  paintings  by  Bren- 
dan Murdock  and  a techorganic  installa- 
tion by  Travan  Pelletier.  Runs  through 
2\10.  Four  Walls  Gallery  3160-A  16th  St. 
(enter  on  Albion),  7-12  pm,  free.  626-8515 


SUNDAY,  JANUARY  14 

Dia  de  Los  Reyes  - Concert  series 
presenting  music  of  Spain  and  Latin 
America  for  solo  voices,  double  chorus, 
and  instrumental  ensembles,  celebrate 
the  Feast  of  the  Epiphany.  3PM,  Mission 
Dolores  Basilica,  16th  and  Dolores  Sts.’, 
$12/$10,  431-4234. 


MONDAY,  JANUARY  15 

FAF  for  MLK  - Celebrate  Martin 
Luther  King  Jr.’s  birthday  with  an  evening 
of  cinema,  comedy,  and  community 
dialogue;  Film  Arts  and  KPFA  present 
Academy  Award  nominated  filmmaker 
Frances  Reid’s  Skin  Deep , racial  issues  as 
one  would  expect.  7:30PM,  Victoria 
Theater,  2961  16th.  St,  $6,  552-FILM. 


THURSDAY,  JANUARY  18 

We’re  Sooo  Crazy  - New  Langston 
Arts  presents  OF  SOUND  MIND,  a col- 
lection of  artists’  projects  exploring  per- 
ceptions of  mental  illness.  "Artists,  who  by 
nature,  tend  to  renounce  social  norms  of 
behavior,  ..."  They’re,  like,  totally  cool; 
reception.  6PM,  NewLangtonArts,  1246 
Folsom  St,  Free,  626-5416,  thru  Mar.  2. 


FRIDAY,  JANUARY  19 

Home  Bodies  - In  This  House , by 
Kimiko  Guthrie;  dance,  music,  video,  and 
text,  explores  issues  of  intimacy  in  human 
relationships,  the  home  as  metaphor 
8;30PM  7:30PM  Sun., 

Group/Foofwork,  3221  22nd  St„  $10, 824- 
5044,  Fn.-Sun.  thru  Feb.  4. 


SATURDAY,  JANUARY  20 

Catschism  - Let  feline  behavic 
Kate  Gamble  purrfect  your  kitty  If  \ 
cat  avoids  its  letterbox  or  scratches  yo 
your  couch  or  someone  you  know  F 
can  help.  11AM,  SFSPCA  EduUl 
Center,  243  Alabama,  Free,  665-5559. 

Women  Jumping  Around  - Fel 

Travelers  Performance  Group  prese 
Women  on  the  Edge , an  evening  of  wo 
by  some  of  the  Bay  Area’s  Finest  Won 
Choreographers;  "infectious  and  irre 
dble"  "slamming  desperation  " 
resplendent  endurance."  8PM  Luna  s 

2940  16th  St,  $10,  863-2989,^^ 

SuenosPrometidos\Promised 

' Opening  reception  fort 
photo  show,  the  first  m a series  of  five 
exhibitions  dealing  with  the  concerns 
•emigrants  and  the  Chicano/Lati 
response  to  U.S.  anti-immigrant  sen 
ments  GaUeria  de  la  Raza/Studio  24  28 
24th  St,  1 to  3 pm,  free.  826-8009 


THURSDAY,  JANUARY  25 
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Heal,  Spot,  Heal  - A one  day  intensive 
course  on  emergency  first  aid  for  dogs  and 
cats,  topics:  CPR,  broken  bones,  shock, 
and  chemical  injuries,  be  a hero.  2PM, 
SFSPCA,  2500  16th  St.,  Free,  554-3050. 


SUNDAY,  JANUARY  21 

Memorial  Meeting  - A public  meeting 
celebrating  the  life  of  Gloria  Martin  79t 
author,  dauntless  community  and  civil 
rights  activist,  a leader  of  the  women’s 
movement,  and  an  early  advocate  of  les- 
bian and  gay  rights,  died  Nov.  22,  spon- 
sored by  Radical  Women.  2PM,  Valencia 
Hall,  523-A  Valencia  St.,  Free,  864-1278. 


MONDAY,  JANUARY  22 

Shut  Up  and  Listen  - Come  to  a free 
course  exploring  shame,  its  roots,  and 
healing  the  wounds  of  shame,  including: 
shame,  excessive  shame,  shame  in  the 
family,  self-shame,  and  sham  shame,  with 
Bev  Wells,  Ph.  D.  6:30PM,  Everett  Mid- 
dle School,  450  Church  St.,  Free,  585- 
5212. 

Dixie  Queens  and  Other  Queer 
Southern  Stuff  - A conversation  about 
Queer  Southern  writing  with  award  win- 
ning novelist  and  playwright  Jim  Grimsley 
and  Fenton  Johnson.  Women’s  Building 
3543  18th  St.,  8 pm,  $5. 626-2787 


TUESDAY,  JANUARY  23 

Do  You  Hate  Anger?  - Then  attend 
this  8 week  course  on:  recognizing  anger, 
expressing  anger,  anger,  aggression,  con- 
flict, and  recovering  from  anger  and  con- 
flict. 6:30PM,  Everett  Middle  School, 
Free,  585-5150. 

WEDNESDAY,  JANUARY  24 

Crack  Problems?  - Mark  Melvin’s 
climbing  clinic  will  show  you  how  to  shim- 
my up  those  cracks.  Mission  Cliffs  2295 
Harrison  Street,  7-9  pm,  $10.  550-0524 


Meet  RADICALLY,  and  Then  Go 
Home  - Commemorate  Roe  v.  Wade,  join 
Radical  Women  in  discussing  the  gains  Qf 
the  abortion  rights  movement  and  where 
we  need  to  go  from  here.  6:45PM  dinner, 
7:30PM  meeting,  Valencia  Hall,  523-A 
Valencia  St.,  $5  don.  for  dinner,  864-1278. 


TUESDAY,  JANUARY  30 

More  Free  Food  - Kennedy Tug- 
gle  Poets  we  know  and  love,  open  mike 

follows,  and  complimentary  snacks 
wooweee.  7PM,  33  Review,  3300  Mission 
St.,  Free,  826-6886. 

ONGOING 

Low  Cost  Art  Classes  - Precita  Eyes 
Mural  Arts  Center  offers  a variety  of  low- 
cost  art  classes  for  adults,  teens  and 
children  five  days  a week,  topics:  Life 
Drawing,  Kids’  Art,  Urban  Youth  Arts, 
Figure  Painting,  Toddlers’  Art,  Mural 
Painting,  Youth  Mural  Workshops. 
T imes  vary,  Precita  Eyes  Mural  Arts  Cen- 
ter, 348  Precita  Ave.,  $5  a class/$30  for  10 
classes,  285-2287. 

It’s  a Jungle  Out  There  - So  drop  by 
the  Urban  Womyn’s  Land  and  relax  in 
SFs  only  chem-free  dyke  space.  Loung- 
ing, performances,  food,  good  clean  fun, 
presented  by.. .the  envelope  please...the 
Whiptail  Lizard  Womyn’s  Collective, 
hooray,  hooray.  Thurs.-  Sun.,  3690  18th 
St.,  626-2161. 

Volunteers  Needed  - Are  you  a good 
listener-  able  to  relate  to  others  with 
caring  and  understanding?  The  AIDS\ 
NIGHTLINE  provides  nighttime 
telephone  emotional  support  and  crisis 
counseling  for  anyone  with  HIV  concerns. 
An  Intensive  training  course  is  provided. 
By  volunteering  a few  hours  each  month, 
in  the  evening  or  at  night,  you  can  ex- 
perience the  satisfaction  of  helping  others 
through  a time  of  need.  Please  call  (415) 
984-1902  now  a training  class  will  start 
soon. 


COUNTRY  STATION 

SUSHI  CAFE  Sf' 

MON-SAT  EVENINGS 

2140  MISSION-SYCAMORE 

(415)  861-0972 


If  you  are 
what  you  eat, 
why  not  cut 
back  on  fat? 


American  Heart 

Associations.^^ 


Fighting  Heart  Disease 
and  Stroke 


DOcToR 


3192  16th  St. 


at  Guemcft 


OF  COURSE  SCKE  PEOPLE  SPEHfc 
£9EM  RIGHT  AT  HOME  AM)  DOMT 
EVEH  THINK  OF  SOI  PC  lb  DOCTOR 
*0MDANS  FoR  A NMPK  AMD  to 
NEET  NEU  FRIENDS. 


THE  TOWER 
CINEMA 


2465  MISSION  ST.  (AT  21ST) 


EVERYBODY'S  FAVORITE  MOVIE  HOUSE 

Films  in  English  with  Spanish  subtitles 

1st  run  blockbuster  movies  walking 
distance  from  your  home! 


NOW  PLAYING 


JUMANJi 


COMING  snr»M 

TOY  STORY 

GOLDENEYE 

SUDDEN 

DEATH 


• ALL  NEW  SOUND  SYSTEM 

• Check  out  our  Thursday  night 
neighborhood  specials. 

DOORS  OPEN: 

WEEKDAYS  1:30  PM  • WEEKENDS  11:30  AM 
PHONE:  648-1100 


SAN  FRANCISCO 

AUTO  REPAIR  CENTER 

61 1 Florida  Street  (Near  1 8th  St.) 
S.F.,  CA  94110 
(415)  285-8588 

VOLKSWAGEN  OWNERS 

LOVE  YOUR  vw? 

WANNA  KEEP  IT  ALIVE? 

WE  OFFER  you  three  possibilities 

• Our  VW  department  is  manned  by  two  mechanics 
with  a combined  total  of  70  years  of  VW  repair 
experience 

We  offer  a unique  service  wilh  our  "do  it  yourself" 
plan.  Become  a member  and  you  have  a place  to 
work,  the  tools  you  need,  and  the  technical 
advice  to  get  the  job  done 

We  offer  two  types  of  auto  repair  classes 

► A VW  Repair  Class  specifically  for  learning 
about  your  air-cooled  VW 

> Basic  Aulo  Mechanics  for  Men  & Women 

You  can  see  that  wo  have  all  bases  cov- 
erect  We  would  be  pleased  to  assist  you  In 
any  of  the  directions  you  choose 

San  Francisco  Auto  Repair  Center 

services  all  domestic  and  foreign  vehicles 
Official  California  Smog  Station 
Honest  work  at  fair  prices 
OPEN  7 DAYS  A WEEK 

(415)  285-8588 


j FREE  BRAKE  & J 
| SAFETY 
! INSPECTION 
INSPECTION  i (522  VALUE) 


$10  OFF 
SMOG 


$10  OFF 

OIL  CHANGE 
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ROUND  WORLD 
MUSIC  REVIEW 

by  Robert  Leaver 


TOP  HITS  OF  1995 


This  past  year  the  market  was 
flooded  with  many  CD  releases.  Scores  of 
reissues,  including  many  previously  rare 
out  of  print  titles,  and  countless  compila- 
tions. In  the  "world  music"  territory  there 
were  so  many  hodgepodge  collections 
that  I am  tempted  to  complain  about 
record  companies  spending  all  their 
money  and  time  on  repackaging  and 
marketing  while  putting  less  effort  into 
finding  new  talent.  Five  years  ago  it  would 
have  been  impossible  to  imagine  so  many 
CD’s  on  the  market-  and  dare  I say,  so 
much  crap!  However,  there  were  plenty  of 
releases  worth  recalling. 

On  the  local  front  our  two  premiere 
Latin  groups,  Conjunto  Cespedes  and 
John  Santos  & Machete  Ensemble,  had 
fine  releases,  Vxvitoy  Coleando  and  John 
Santos  & Machete  Ensemble  respectively. 
From  Cuba,  a recent  release  of  the  hottest 
band  there  so  far  this  decade,  NG  La 
Banda,  titled  La  Bruja,  shows  they  still 
pack  a suave  punch.  One  of  the  older 
Cuban  groups  and  the  band  that  must  be 
credited  with  keeping  the  traditional  son 
alive  in  Cuba,  Sierra  Maestra,  released  a 
CD  recorded  in  England  called  Dundun- 
banza  that  shall  live  on  as  one  of  the 
strongest  recordings  of  the  classic  Cuban 
son  ever. 

Other  Latin  releases  of  note  include 
the  latest  CD  from  Santiago  de  Cuba’s 
favorite  sons,  Ritmo  Oriental,  called 
Tremenda  Habana.  Their  hard  charanga 
sound  swings  as  always,  and  they  are  al- 
ways full  of  suprising  breaks  and  changes. 
From  Colombia,  ace  arranger  and  band 


leader  Fruko  released  a CD  of  Sones  y 
Montunos-  this  superb  recording  features 
punchy  renditions  of  classic  Cuban  songs 
that  swing  in  an  uptempo  groove.  David 
Byrne’s  label,  Luaka  Bop,  compiled  a long 
overdue  release  of  Afro-Peruvian  Clas- 
sics entitled  The  Soul  of  Black  Peru  which 
includes  many  great  singers  including 
Lucila  Campos  and  Susana  Baca.  The 
extensive  liner  notes  provide  information 
on  this  unique  music  which  has  rarely 
been  heard  outside  of  South  America. 
And  of  course  there  was  the  sensational 
CD  of  a jam  session  with  master  drum- 
mers Patato,  Changuito,  and  Orestes 
called  Ritmo  y Candela  ; Rhythm  at  the 
Crossroads  featuring  the  hit  song  "San 
Francisco  Tiene  Su  Propio  Son"  sung  by 
Fito  Reynoso  from  our  superb  local 
Cuban  band  Ritmo  y Harmonia. 

From  Cabo  Verde,  an  island  off  the 
west  coast  of  Africa,  Cesaria  Evora  made 
a profound  impression  on  people  with  her 
self-titled  release  and  the  sold  out  show  at 
Great  American  Music  Hall.  The  guitar, 
mandolin,  & violin  combined  with  her 
sonorous  haunting  voice  singing  these 
mournful  tunes  is  unforgettable.  Salif 
Keita,  known  as  the  "golden  voice  of 
Mali",  recently  released  his  first  new 
record  in  several  years.  Folon  which  fea- 
tures several  great  dance  cuts  in  that 
"Mantling  swing"  style,  as  well  as  some 
traditional  elements  and  a reggae  cut. 

The  dominant  African  dance  music  of 
recent  years  has  been  soukous  from 
Congo/Zaire  via  Paris  and  Brussels.  Of 
the  hundreds  of  releases  this  past  year, 
one  in  particular  stands  out-  Mose  Se  Fan 
Fan’s  SOMO  SOMO  Hello  Hello.  Sort  of 


CHIROPRACTIC  CARE  is  preventative  maintenance. 

Its  an  internal,  natural,  approach  to  ensuring  that  your 
body  can  perform  at  its  best  without  harmful  drugs  or 
dietary  restrictions.  The  primary  focus  of  chiropractors  is 
alignment  of  the  spinal  column  and  restoration  of  healthy 
nerves  and  muscles  relating  to  the  spine.  And  its  the 
largest  drug-free  healing  profession  in  the  country. 

MISSION  DISTRICT  CHIROPRACTORS 

Health  Care  for  the  90s 

2535  Mission  Street  • 415-826-1000 


‘Present  this  Ad  to  receive  special  price. 


a soukous  all  star  session  featuring  some 
of  the  best  guitarists  and  singers  and  an 
incredible  drummer  (no  drum  machines 
here),  this  one  should  be  heard. 

Some  of  the  better  compilations  of  this 
past  year  include  Big  Noise,  a compilation 
of  African,  Latin,  Jazz-hip,  bhangra,  and 
other  dance  grooves  compiled  by  the  eter- 
nally hip  folks  from  the  Mam  bo  Inn  in 
Brixton,  London. 

Classic  cuts  and  some  obscure  winners 
are  featured  on  the  Cuban  Gold  2 on 
Obadisc.  There  is  a fine  soundtrack  from 
the  memorable  film  Latcho  Drom  which 
follows  the  musical  path  of  the  Romany  or 


Gypsy  people  from  Rajasthan,  India 
through  Turkey  and  into  Romania,  Egypt, 
France  and  of  course  ending  up  in  An- 
dalusia in  Spain.  There  is  also  a good 
soundtrack  of  Arabic  music  from  the 
T unisian  film  Silences  of  the  Palace  featur- 
ing works  from  women’s  vocals  and 
drums,  to  classical  ensemble  works. 

My  main  hope  for  the  new  year  is  that 
musicians  from  the  "underdeveloped" 
world  will  lose  some  of  their  infatuation 
with  cheap  keyboards  and  drum 
machines. 

Viva  La  Musical 


MISSION  AREA  FEDERAL  CREDIT  UNION 

2940  - 16TH  STREET,  STE.  305 
SAN  FRANCISCO,  CA  94103 

PHONE:  415-431-2268  - FAX:  415-255-7891 

If  you  live  or  work  in  the  Mission  District 
check  out  the  credit  union! 

We  offer  a full  range  of  financial  services 

VISA  - CHECKING  ACCOUNTS  - ATM  CARDS  - 
AUTO  LOANS-  PERSONAL  LOANS  - AND  MUCH  MORE. 


If  you  are  tired  of  paying  too  much  and  not  getting  the 
the  personal  service  you  deserve,  call  us  or  stop  by. 

We  are  here  to  serve  you!!! 


CASA  VALENCIA 


Furnished  rooms  for  rent  in  the 
sunny  Mission. 

Full  time  manager. 

Laundry  rooms. 

Close  to  shopping  and  all  forms  of 
public  transportation.  All  utilities 
included,  except  telephone. 

Staff  on  duty  24  hours. 


For  more  information  call  552-0825 
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SMOKETOWN 


by  Frank  Deadbeat 

Wiine  Brown’s  election  win  on 
December  12  came  as  no  surprise  but  it 
did  come  as  a relief  to  a large  number  of 
San  Franciscans.  No,  I’m  not  talking 
about  the  homeless,  or  Food  Not  Bombs, 
or  liberal  Democrats,  though  all  those 
folks  have  reason  to  rejoice.  The  people 
I’m  talking  about  are  smokers. 

We  all  know  that  Willie,  over  the  years, 
has  accepted  a lot  of  money  from  tobacco 
companies.  Don’t  get  me  wrong:  I’m  not 
criticizing.  As  far  as  I know,  Speaker 
Brown  committed  no  improprieties  in 
connection  with  those  contributions. 
What  I am  being  is  hopeful.  I’m  hoping 
that,  unlike  Speaker  Brown,  Mayor 
Brown  will  at  last  realize  his  indebtedness 
to  the  tobacco  industry,  and  act  upon  that 
realization  in  such  a way  as  to  make  San 
Francisco  a Mecca  for  smokers  — a shin- 
ing, disposable  Bic  beacon  of  liberty  in 
this  dark  night  of  the  Health  Nazis. 

You  may  recall  that  I,  Frank  Dead- 
beat, was  also  a mayoral  candidate  of  San 
Francisco.  Frank  Jordan  wasn’t  the  only 
Frank  that  Willie  left  in  the  dust.  I have 
no  bitterness,  no  rancor,  because  I op- 
timistically expect  Mayor  Brown  to  adopt 
at  least  one  of  the  planks  of  my  campaign 
platform,  which  I here  reprint  from  my 
September  Column: 

"Mandatory  Smoking  In  Coffee 
Houses!  O.K.,  maybe  I’m  kidding  about 
that  one.. .maybe.. .but  it  seems  to  me  that 


to  impose  a ban  on  smoking  in  estab- 
lishments where  the  majority  of  the  clien- 
tele want  to  smoke  is,  by  definition, 
fascistic  — and  absolutely  mind-boggling 
to  every  European,  Asian,  and  South 
American  visitor  who  comes  here  for  a 
taste  of  Frisco-style  bohemia.  No  smok- 
ing in  restaurants,  theater,  no  problem  - 
but  coffee  houses?  I mean,  really!  All  it 
does  is  drive  smokers  into  bars  - not  ex- 
actly a victory  for  public  health.  It  also 
alienates  foreign  visitors,  convincing  them 
that  the  City  That  Once  Knew  How  has 
gone  completely  off  its  nut  --  and  in  a city 
that  depends  on  tourism,  such  a policy 
does  nothing  but  betray  a precious  self- 
absorption which,  although  it  may  be  typi- 
cal of  California,  is  not  what  tourists  come 
here  to  imbibe.  (Don’t  forget:  a lot  of 
young,  quasi-hip  tourists  are  attracted  by 
our  bohemian  rep,  and  nearly  everyone  of 
that  ilk  is  a smoker.)” 

Now,  given  his  intelligence,  his  sense 
of  fairness  coupled  with  his  pragmatism,  I 
am  confident  Mayor  Brown  will  adopt  my 
point  of  view  and  do  something  to  see  that 
the  ban  on  smoking  in  coffee  houses  is 
repealed.  (If  not,  I may  demand  a 
recount). 

The  coffee  house  situation  isn’t  even 
the  worst  of  it.  In  1997  or  ’98  (I  forget 
exactly  when,  and  the  big  fat  salary  of  zero 
I receive  for  writing  this  column  does  not 
motivate  me  to  do  any  actual  research), 
the  smoking  ban  will  reach  its  slimy  ten- 
tacles out  to  encompass  bars  as  well! 


Drawing  by  Grandville.  Petites  Miscres  □ 


807  Valencia 

(at  19th  Street) 

# 824-3494 

Open  Everyday 

11:00-11:00 

Natural  Nieman  Schell  Beef  And  Rocky  Free  Range  Chicken 

Natural  Beef  Burgers  • Veggie  Burgers  • Fries  • Hot  Dogs  & Shakes 


All  kidding  aside:  The  arrogance  and 
sheer  idiocy  of  such  a law  must  be  ap- 
parent to  anyone  with  half  a brain  and  a 
quarter  of  a gram  of  common  sense.  I 
have  yet  to  meet  anyone,  smoker  or  non- 
smoker,  who  agrees  with  it.  Moreover,  to 
ask  the  police  to  enforce  such  a law  would 
be  to  make  of  them  the  true  Gestapo  of 
the  Health  Nazis,  and  not  even  the  police 
themselves  relish  that  prospect.  Of 
course,  it  would  have  the  effect  of  further 
desensitizing  the  police  to  the  moral  and 
cognitive  dissonance  of  enforcing 
ridiculous  and  unjust  laws;  to  get  them  in 


the  habit  of  saying,  "Hey,  I’m  only  follow- 
ing orders!"  This  might  be  in  someone’s 
interest  (sometime  in  the  not-too-distant 
future,  the  way  things  are  going  in  this 
larval  fascist  country  of  ours),  but  it’s  cer- 
tainly not  in  the  interests  of  the  citizens  of 
San  Francisco. 

Even  if  Willie  Brown  had  never 
received  a dime  from  the  tobacco  com- 
panies, I would  fully  expect  him  to  fight 
this  measure  tooth  and  nail  before  it  goes 
into  effect.  And  let’s  do  something  about 
those  damned  child  proof  lighters  while 
we’re  at  it,  OK? 


Quality  Fast  Service 
at  Low,  Low  Prices 


Bendix 


BRAKES 

Special  from 

$3795* 

Front  or  rear 
Pads  & shoes 
Guaranteed  for  life! 

1 . Free  brake  inspection 

2.  Install  new  Bendix  pads 
or  heavy  duty  shoes* 

3.  Repack  wheel  bearings 

4.  Anti-squeak  treatment 

5.  Road  Test 

* Bendix  Brakes  with  lifetime  guarantee 


CLUTCH 

Special  from  . 

$1 71 95 

Call  for  your  quote. 

Guaranteea 

3 yr., 20,000  miles  on  parts 

1 yr 12,000  miles  on  labor 

• Front  wheel  drive  included 

• New  factory  parts  for 
imports  and  most 
domestics  (not  rebuilt) 

• Free  lifetime  service 
adjustment 

1 . Pressure  Plate 

2.  Clutch  Disc 

3.  Throw  out  Bearing 

4.  Pilot  Bearing 


Discount  Brake  & Clutch 

740  Valencia  Street  (between  18th  and  19th)  • 
431-9400  M-F  7:30  - 7:00  • SAT  8:00  - 6:00 

Mun  presen!  ad  whoi  service  order  is  written.  Call  for  waranty  details.  ‘Most  cars  ana  light  trucks.  ‘Metallic  pads 
extra.  Somenmes  additional  pans  and  labor  may  be  complete  the  repair  properly.  Cost  may  be  substantial.  Wc  p lete 
the  highest  quality  service  at  (he  lowest  possible  price. 


SMOG  INSPECTION 


Plus  we  will  beat  any 
advertised  price  lower  fha 
ours  bv  i?  nn 


C 95  7 75 

^ | a,  W for  cert. 

FREE  RETEST  WTHUe  U- WAIT 
W R K_l  S_DO_NE_HER  E 

LUBE,  OIL&  FILTER 

{^95  * Up  to  5 quarts 


• Replace  Oil  Filter 
Check  Vital  Fluid  Levels 


TUNE  UP 

S3795 


& SERVICE 

47.95  6 cyl. 

57.95  8 cyl. 


1 


Smog  Stop 

4199  Mission  St. 
334-7664 

3 Blocks  from  Silver 
M-F  8-6:30  & 8-5 


•••••••• 


Discount  Smoq  & 
Lube 

3300  Army  Street 
647-7665 

Olympic  Gas  at  S.  Van  Ness 
M-F  8-6:30  & SAT  8-5 


TYPESETTING  NOW  AVAILABLE 

Offset  Photography 

STATS 

Metal  Plate  Quality 

PRINTING 

We  do  our  own  camera-work 
and  specialize  in  2-color  jobs 

539  VALENCIA  ST. 


626-6767 


GALLERY  I FRAMING  SHOP 


1722  POLK  ST., 

(AT  CLAY) 

San  Francisco 
(415)  885-1376 


COME  BY  AND  VISIT  OUR  NEW 
LATIN  AMERICAN  GALLERY 

934  VALENCIA  ST.,  AT  20TH  ST.,  SAN  FRANCISCO,  415-826-2321 
FREE  ADMISSION  TO  ALL  EVENTS 


INCLUDES:  Frame,  glass,  mount,  labc 
backing,  wire,  and  hooks. 


PRICE 


29.99 

34.99 

39.99 
47.00 

49.99 

59.99 

69.99 

89.99 


METAL  FRAME 
PACKAGE  DEAL 


SALE 

COLORS:  Anodic,  Black,  Matt  Black,  Contrast  Gra 
Champagne,  Gold,  Frosted  Gold,  Silver,  Frosted 
Silver.White  and  Pewter 


SIZE 


1 4 x 18 
16x20 
18x24 
22x28 
24x30 
24x36 
30x40 
36  x 48 


* 


CUSTOM  FRAMING  & GALLERY 


★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★**★★★********* 


AT  OUR  MEXICAN  C RILLS 

ASSORTMENT  OF  FRUIT  DRINKS  & BEE 


0 17TH  ST.  & VALENCIA  • SF 

431-3351 


l 


3071  16TH  ST.  • SF 
864-8840 


